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New York Synod’s New 
Treasurer 


At the recent meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the United Lutheran Synod 
of New York, Mr. Edmund F. Wagner, a 
member of St. Matthew’s Church, White 
Plains, N. Y., was unanimously elected 
treasurer to succeed Mr. Henry Beisler, 
who found it necessary to resign. Mr. 
Wagner assumes this new office as one 
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who is well known in Lutheran circles 
throughout the eastern part of the United 
States. He follows in line a series of men 
who have served their Church well in this 
capacity, as well as in the general work of 
the Church. 

Mr. Wagner has served as a member of 
the Executive Board of the synod and is 
now a member of synod’s Home Mission 
Committee,- representing the New York 
Conference. He acted as real estate ad- 
visor in the purchase of the Morgan prop- 
erty to become the new Church House for 
the United Lutheran Church in America, 
and served as chairman of the committee 
to supervise the alterations to this build- 
ing. At present he is vice-president of the 
church council of St. Matthew’s Church in 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Eager, Prepared, Active 


WE HAVE in November 1944 the rare occurrence of five Thursdays and 
in consequence a week between the National celebration of Thanksgiving 
and the beginning of Advent. The usual consideration of the blessings this 
year has brought to individuals and the American Nation has been given. 
But November 30 has still a claim to attention. It is set apart in our eccle- 
siastical calendar as the day dedicated to St. Andrew, the Apostle. 

St. John’s Gospel reports concerning him that he came within the spell. 
of Jesus when he, Andrew, turned from a contact with John the Baptist and 
was first to become a follower of our Lord. 

He first caught the missioning urge of Christianity and applied his new- 
found zeal to his brother Peter first. Among the twelve he was of that com- 
pany to whom the sacramental grace of the Holy Supper was first admin- 
istered, and at the first gathering “into an Upper Room” to await the events 
of Pentecost, he was named after Peter, James and John. 

He had that persistence in discipleship which comes from convictions 
based on principle which his experiences had encountered. 

It is unlikely that memorial services will occur in Lutheran churches 
on November 30, but as individuals we may profitably recall this martyr and 
so live that his sacrifices may be witnesses to his enduring faith. 
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THE CHURCH 


IN THE NEWS 


Studying his sermons 

THE pastor of a small Methodist 
church recently became doubtful about 
his sermons, reports the Christian Ad- 
vocate, The more time he spent in pre- 
paring them, the less the people seemed 
interested. ; 

This preacher did a little investigat- 
ing. He found that only one member of 
the congregation 
had been graduated 
from college, and 
less than 18 per 
cent from high 
school. Fewer than 
30 per cent ever 
read any religious 
literature other 
than Sunday school lessons. Many 
never read newspapers. 

So the preacher asked himself these 
questions: “Have I been talking to 
these people about their problems or 
about my problems? Have I taken the 
trouble to put my ideas into words 
which are perfectly plain to them? 
Would it make any difference to them 
if they missed what I propose to say 
to them next Sunday?” 

Now the people of that congregation 
are saying, “Our preacher is certainly 
improving in his preaching, isn’t he?” 


Ready to report 

TWENTY-FIVE Christian scholars have 
been considering for eighteen months 
the question of “the Relation of the 
Church to the War in the Light of the 
Christian Faith.” They have produced 
a 20,000-word report on their conclu- 
sions, and are presenting it this week 
at the biennial session of the Federal 
Council of Churches, which opened 
yesterday in Pittsburgh. 

Peace problems will also receive ma- 


lt a Gee 


jor attention at the Council gathering. 
John Foster Dulles is scheduled to 
speak on “How the Churches Can In- 
fluence the Peace.” Dr. O. Frederick 
Nolde will report for the committee on 
religious liberty. An appraisal of the 
Dumbarton Oaks proposals will be pre- 
sented by a group of competent church- 
men, 

“Interpreting the Church to Organ- 
ized Labor,” is the subject assigned to 
John G. Ramsey, of the United Steel 
Workers. “Ministering to Returning 
Service Men” will be discussed by Dr. 
Roy A. Burkhart. — 


Jews commend Lutherans 

Tue resolution of the United Lu- 
theran Church convention, calling on 
church members to act against anti- 
Semitism, has been warmly praised by 
Jewish papers. 

“The resolution goes beyond a for- 
mal denunciation of anti-Semitism,” 
says the Jewish Times. “It indicates 
the individual parishioner’s duty in 
combatting it, exhorting the Church’s 


members ‘to use every available means 


to assure the Jewish people of their 
communities of efforts of our Church 
for the preservation of their rights.’ 
“Pious sentiments have been voiced 
in many quarters, but practical action 
has been taken in few. The Lutheran 
Church is, taking its place among the 
few large representative groups which 
have announced the fight against anti- 


' Semitism to be not merely an issue for 


public proclamation, but have inter- 
preted it in terms of regional obliga- 
tions.” 


Russian Protestants unite 
A vuwniton of Evangelical Christians 
and Baptists was announced several 
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weeks ago in Moscow, according to a 
report to Religious News Service. In- 
auguration of the union came at a four- 
day conference of leaders from all parts 
of the USSR. 

Forty-five representatives of Evan- 
gelical and Baptist congregations in 
Moscow, Leningrad, the Ukraine, White 
Russia, the Volga and elsewhere were 
present. The new association has es- 
tablished headquarters in Moscow, with 


. J. L. Zhidkoff as president. 


Home missionary for life 

Tue Rev. Marshall M. Stevenson has 
been commissioned for life work in the 
home mission field, by the New Hamp- 
shire Congregational Christian Confer- 
ence. He will spend at least five years 
in the pastorate of a rural church in 
Canterbury, N. H., and later be as- 
signed to further work. 

“The curse of the rural church is the 
short-term pastorate,” said Dr. Robert 
G. Armstrong, conference secretary, in 
pointing out that the Stevenson assign- 
ment, patterned after the commission- 
ing of foreign missionaries, may be the 
forerunner of a new movement to 
strengthen the rural church. 


Funerals are expensive 
FUNERALS in the United States cost 


$405 apiece, including burial, cemetery, 


and monument, the research depart- 
ment of the Federal Council of 
Churches has learned from government 
reports. This is expensive, in relation 
to the income and assets of the average 
family, it is decided. 

Attempts at funeral reform, discussed 
in the Council study, may be in the 
direction of co-operative burial asso- 
ciations. Such associations have made 
possible the reduction of funeral costs 
for members to an average of $165. 


Report on reading 
‘TJ saw a miracle in Latin America,” 
announces the Rev. Theodore P. Fricke, 
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who has been appointed foreign mis- 
sion commissioner of the American Lu- 
theran Church. Among means of pre- 
paring himself for his new work, Dr. 
Fricke has made a seven-month air- 
plane trip through South and Central 
America with Dr. Frank Laubach, wit- 
nessing the startling results of the Lau- 
bach method of teaching illiterates to 
read. 

‘It was in Jamaica that I first wit- 
nessed this wonder-working method. 
I shared the thrill of teaching an il- 
literate—a woman sixty-five years old 
who had never gone to school. After a 
few lessons she was beginning to read, 
and cried, ‘Why, I can read. This is 
wonderful. Come home with me, I want 
you to meet my mother.’ ” 

Arriving at the woman’s home, the 
teachers found the mother to be a 
woman a hundred years old. “Now she 
can read the Bible to me,” exclaimed 
the old mother in joy over her daugh- 
ter’s new accomplishment. 


Seriously deficient 

PROTESTANT ministry to patients in 
mental hospitals in the United States 
is seriously deficient, according to a 
report by the Rev. Seward Hiltner 
which is to be published by the Amer- 
ican Protestant Hospital Association. 

The survey covered 184 of the 314 
federal, state, county, and private 
mental hospitals in the U. S. Only 
thirteen of the 184 have a full-time 
Protestant chaplain. Fifty-three have 
part-time chaplains, of whom thirty- 
seven spend no more than an hour a 
week in the hospital. 

The Protestant religious ministry to 
mental patients “appears inadequate 
when compared with comparable min- 
istry in general hospitals and penal in- 
stitutions,” the report states. “It is still 
less satisfactory when compared with 
the best experienced evidence already 
gained about the possibility of Prot- 
estant ministry in mental hospitals.” 


IV THE WORLD'S EVE 


Bombs Never seem to reach an even 
keel of destructiveness in proportion to 
their size. The lighter and medium 
bombs particularly show a tendency to 
bounce from certain surfaces, or to 
glance off a target. To remedy this the 
“spike bomb” has been devised. The 
nose fuse of the ordinary 100-pound de- 
layed-action bomb is removed and a 
heavy spike is screwed in to replace it. 
These have been effectively used in the 
India-Burma area on Japanese rail- 
ways. The bombs stick where they 
land, and the explosive charge accom- 
plishes its purpose completely. They 
work equally well on bridges, and are 
said now to be hard at work in Europe. 


The Extreme shortage of matches 
which plagued Australia some time ago, 
was happily and unexpectedly relieved. 
While the public waited in vain for 
promised but delinquent shipments, an 
Australian scientist developed a process 
for extracting the phosphorous from 
useless American bombs which our 
forces in Australia were about to dump 
into the sea. He salvaged ninety tons 
of phosphorus, and the shortage was 
eliminated. 


Not All of Russia’s fighting is being 
done on the military front, perhaps not 
even the most important and lasting. 


Russia has complete full-time staffs. 


constantly directing a mass war against 
disease throughout the Soviet republics) 
Over 300,000 volunteers act in addition 
as instructors in health and sanitation. 
There are besides 170,000 Red Cross 
posts in operation upon the collective 
farms and in city neighborhoods. Mos- 
cow alone has 10,500 sanitation in- 
structors, 1,000 of whom (many of them 
students) serve in public dining halls. 
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Likewise, as a recognized help in “pre- 
serving the nation’s good health” an 
educational campaign is being carried 
on, Up to the present it has issued 
33,000,000 pieces of popular literature 
to that end, including 10,000,000 pieces 
in the many languages of the USSR. 
Moreover, 5,000,000 lectures and talks 
have. been delivered in strategic centers 
during the last two years. During that 
time also a fight to strengthen Russia’s 
morale has been carried on at the front 
by 2,550 groups containing 32,000 sing- 
ers, musicians, actors and circus per- 
formers. Their performances have had 
the active co-operation of 150 directors, 
ballet masters, chorus conductors, com- 
posers, poets, artists and lecturers. 


An All-out Campaign is being staged 
in Mexico against Protestantism. Jesuit 
Father Brambila writes a vigorous edi- 
torial weekly against “heretics” in one 
of the nation’s leading journals. He 
charges that Protestantism is unpa- 
triotic and disrupts national unity. La 
Nacion, organ of the National Action 
Party (Catholic), charges that the 
Protestant forces in Mexico are indulg- 
ing in “underground” operations for 
their own advancement to the injury of 
the State, These charges sound odd, 
coming ag they do from the hierarchy 
that had /to be bound over by the State 
to keep the peace some years ago, and 
that is still being watched carefully by 
the political powers. By the way, Jesuit 
Brambila says the Bible is a “white ele- 
phant” for the Protestants! Do they 
interfere with its distribution because 
they love the Protestants? 


After repeated protests otherwise, 
the Nazi rulers of Norway have ac- 
knowledged that the Quisling “Hird” 
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(storm-troopers) and the Germanske 
SS Norge are under the direct control 
of the German SS and of the Gestapo 
Chief, Wilhelm Rediess. Perhaps when 
the break comes the Norwegians so or- 


ganized may use that confession as an. 


alibi for themselves, alleging that they 
were under duress; but that will not 
explain why they were originally 
Quislings. 


_ Portugal professes a friendly and 
sympathetic neutrality toward the 
United Nations. As an ancient friend 
and ally of Britain one would also ex- 
pect it to be sympathetie toward the 
principles of liberty that govern that 
friend. Politically that may be true, 
but the dominating spirit that governs 
Portugal is its Roman faith. Under that 
influence Portugal has always re- 
stricted Protestant operations within 
her borders, and more recently has 
been denying visas to Protestant mis- 
sionaries to return to her African pos- 
sessions from furloughs at home; this 
practice in a pending case covers a 
four-year period. The situation has be- 
come so acute that the Foreign Missions 
Conference has been forced to appeal 
to our State Department to correct the 
injustice. 


Totalitarian thinking seems to run in 
strangely similar grooves. The Goeb- 
bels-Hitler threat of fighting to the last 
man is not really different from the 
Japanese suicide-cult as expounded by 
Colonel Hashimoto, second head of 

_Japan’s Youth Corps. He has just urged 
“upon the Japanese at the front and at 
home to use constantly as greetings 
“Hisho” (sure victory) and “Tai-atari” 
(crash into the objective). The first is 
intended to cry down reports of enemy 
victories; the second to encourage sui- 
cidal opposition. This propaganda has 
been working rather well among the 
armed forces (witness the mad charges 
and group suicides). It remains to be 
seen whether it will work among the 
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civilian population when Japan’s main- 
land is invaded. 


Communism seems to be losing its 
all-out significance among the Chinese 
influenced by it. This may be partly 
due to the increasingly modified prac- 
tice among their Russian mentors; more 
probably it rests back upon the stub- 
born sense of democracy inherent in 
the Chinese people. It is credibly re- 
ported that the Chinese Communists of 
the North, near to Russian spheres of 
influence at that, universally encourage 
private enterprise and industry; safe- 
guard the interests and security of 
those so engaged by law; invest their 
government capital in private cor- 
porations, yet exercise no control over 
the business and have no members on 
the boards of directors. The employees 
are frequently shareholders in the com- 
panies; receive bonuses and divide 
extra dividends among themselves 
yearly. Recently the Communist groups 
called upon Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuo- 
mintang to establish democracy now. 


Goebbels has had so much to say 
concerning the dreadful “secret weap- 
ons” that are always about to appear 
that the Norwegian home front leader- 
ship decided to anticipate with one of 
their own, which they call “Our Secret 
Weapon.” It is still secret, but they say 
it is ready to be used “when the situa- 
tion so demands.” Whatever may be 
its material composition, its directing 
and triumphant force, they intimate, 
“must be prepared in our minds and by 
other means.” The people, including 
women, are warned that “a contribu- 
tion will be demanded of all of them.” 
There must be “no spontaneous and 
isolated actions,’ which can “create 
only suffering and misfortune,” no out- 
break due to Nazi provocation. In the 
meantime they are to store food, espe- 
cially tinned milk for their children. 
The leaders know the time is near; in 
fact, it is already in operation. 


NATIONWIDE BIBLE READING 


American Bible Society Recommends Universal Bible Sunday, 
December 10, and Nationwide Bible Reading 


Tur American Bible Society, which 
has won the esteem of all the churches 
during the century and more of its 
activities, has made two proposals for 
this year 1944 to which public senti- 
ment is yielding a favorable response. 
It will be recalled that the President of 
the United States in his proclamation 
for National Thanksgiving made direct 
mention of the value to the nation of 
the Bible, to which all have free access. 

The Bible Society proposes that in- 
troduction to greater use of Holy Scrip- 
ture shall begin with the Thanksgiving 
Day services, to be held by all congre- 
gations November 23, and continue 
until Christmas. 

The bulletin released by the Bible 
Society contains among other things an 
article which was written by Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull. The secretary 
wrote in support of the theme, “The 
Bible and Durable Peace.” We quote 
his contribution as follows: 

“The attainment of durable peace is 
still a matter of desire and hope rather 
than a reality. One thing is clear. Our 
problems and our difficulties, our sense 
of bafflement and confusion, do not 
spring from any material causes nor 
from an inability to visualize our poten- 
tialities and our possibilities. The roots 
of our tragic shortcomings lie in the 
realm of the spirit. 

“Time and again we find A, sos Shai 
defeated in efforts to improve condi+ 
tions within and among nations solely 
because of the spirit which animates 
human relationships. Our most earnest 
endeavors often flounder and founder 
because we fail to find reliable guide- 
posts in the basic sphere of relations 
of man to man. 

“Yet such guideposts exist—plainly 


to be seen by those who wish to see 
them, easy to follow by those who re- 
alize their surpassing worth. They are 
embodied in a book, the Book of the 
Ages, the Holy Bible. That Book is, 
indeed, as Lincoln once said, ‘the best 
gift which God has ever given to man.’ 
It is the revelation of God’s will as to 
the relationship of man to God. It is 


"Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed" 


the most complete and satisfying com- 
pendium of moral and ethical prin- 
ciples. Its precepts have withstood at- 
tack and criticism, derision and doubt. 
They have emerged triumphant from 
the test of centuries as the most con- 
structive basis of human relationships. 
“What we need today, above every- 
thing else, is a universal and firm con- 
viction that only if the thought and 
action of every one of us are guided 
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"| will meditate on thy precepts” 


by the spirit of the Bible can humanity 
win through to our ardently desired 
goal of happy and contented life for all; 
that if that spirit is cast aside or warped, 
disaster alone is in store for us. There 
should be engraved in the mind of each 
of us the words of the parable with 
which the Master concluded the Ser- 
mon on the Mount: 

“ivery one therefore that heareth 
these words of mine, and doeth them, 


="Remember thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth" 
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shall be likened unto a wise man who 
built his house upon the rock: and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not; for it was founded 
on a rock.’” The authority of the ad- 
vice is unquestioned. 

“Humanity desperately needs today 
a moral and spiritual rebirth, a re- 
vitalization of religion. There is no sure 
way to this supreme goal save through 
adherence to the teaching of the Bible.” 


A Bible Passage Daily 


The Society also lists excerpts from 
the Bible to be read daily. The pas- 
sages which reach from November 23 
to December 25, Thanksgiving to 
Christmas, are the following: 


Thanksgiving, Nov. 23 
Ea Y6 ERYaa Sceey ret cy teu aH RIT EA REN 
Saturday iicecusssisnmass Pa 
Sunday, November 26 .. 
Monday cnchitia scien 
Tuesday 
Wednesday . 
Thursday .... 
PVA, res earache so uhas ean Sotrashs te 
SAtUNGAY, wacvcstessvanviewienascuse meee anersiot 
Sunday, December 8 ..... a 
Monday sisaccin contents 
TUCSAAY erie aisantorhs ccstncdauntines 
Wiednesdaye inc tatitictesidettcsssee: 
Thursday ..... 3 
Bridayaiiiat: 
Saturday 
Sunday, December 10 ............0ccc 
Universal Bible Sunday 


a, Roy 9s 2a eee Mes tel ea ae a Psalm 121 
Tuesday ........ ..Philippians 4 
Wednesday ,. Revelation 21 
THATS Ay waded atostenhe test eaenec eaten Luke 15 
Briday acne: Ephesians 6 
Saturday eeiraiet ncuron John 17 
Sunday, December 17 ...........cc05 Isaiah 53 
Mond ayutiieiicicnviseare arise I Corinthians 15 
TPUCSAAY sate riser uc iteat ins wae ea John 10 
Wednesday . Psalm: 51 
Thursday ...... Psalm 37 
Friday secu neuairetcad nioedvern carbines y John 1 
Satrly Gay, iatcsue asseaeae ..Revelation 22 
Sunday, December 24 ...................Psalm 90 
Christmas, December 25 o.......ccc:ccceee Luke 2 
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The Bible in American History 


Both Ideals and Destiny Drawn from Its Study 


Hisrortans seeking to discover the 
major influences that have moulded the 
course of American history find that 
the Bible has played a significant role. 
Within the pages of this greatest of all 
documents lies the inspiration for the 
Declaration of Independence, the Bill 
of Rights and the Four Freedoms. 

The Bible was the first textbook of 
the American colonies. It was the most 
important factor in the educational 
system of those years, for in both pri- 
vate and public schools the Bible was 
the chief text. In the New England 
Primer, used extensively in the elemen- 
tary schools for more than ,a century 
before the Revolutionary War, char- 
acters from the Bible were used in 
teaching the three R’s. 

Making the Bible better known ap- 
peared to be the whole purpose of early 
American education. Of the ten col- 
leges founded before the Revolution and 
still in existence, nine were begun to 
give adequate training to ministers of 
the gospel. These were Harvard, Wil- 
liam and Mary, Yale, Princeton, Wash- 
ington and Lee, Columbia, Brown, 
Rutgers and Dartmouth. The tenth, the 
University of Pennsylvania, developed 
from a charity school founded by 
George Whitefield, the evangelist. 


Thomas Jefferson's Great Document 
Thomas Jefferson, who was asked to 
frame the Declaration of Independence, 
was steeped in the Bible. Much of the 
beauty and clarity of his prose was ac- 
quired through years of reading of the’ 
New. Testament, which he mastered in 
Greek, Latin, French and English, in 
order to compile a collection of excerpts 
covering the life and teachings of Jesus. 
Where but in the Bible had he 
learned that men are equal under God 
and are endowed by their Creator with 
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certain inalienable rights? Jefferson 
was expressing in immortal phrases the 
convictions that had led to the Revo- 
lution and which men had first gleaned 
from the Word of God. 

One of the very earliest acts of Con- 
gress was to approve the printing of a 
large edition of the Bible and officially 
recommend it to the people of the land. 
The desire to maintain the Bible’s in- 
fluence in American life led to the for- 
mation of the Bible Society movement, 
whose purpose was to make the Bible 
available to every household in the rap- 
idly expanding country. Nowadays this 
function is carried out on an infinitely 
broader scale by the American Bible 
Society, founded in 1816, which prints 
millions of Bibles, Testaments and 
Scripture portions in: many languages 
and dialects, and distributes them to 
the populations of teeming cities and to 
obscure people in remote lands. 


Of Continuous Influence 


The influence of the Bible on Amer- 
ican life has never waned, for each year 
since 1800 it has been a national best 
seller. In times of war, it is in greater 
demand than ever, among the men on 
the fighting fronts, prisoners of war and 
families praying for their loved ones. 

As the Bible guided, the men who 
founded our republic, so today it guides 
the statesmen who are leading civilized 
nations out of the jungle of war, greed 
and prejudice. At the dramatic meeting 
of President Roosevelt and Prime Min- 
ister Churchill, when the Atlantic Char- 
ter was given to the world, the Bible 
was read in a service of public worship. 
This was a symbolic incident, for the 
truths of God given in the Bible chart 
the road to permanent peace and human 
brotherhood.—_The American Bible So- 
ciety, 1944. 
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INTERRUPTED TEAPARTY—Mark Lathrop meets with an Accident 


“Tur table looks lovely, doesn’t it?” 
Mrs. French came over to balance her 
tea cup companionably by mine. 

“Makes you realize that Christmas is 
really just around the corner, even if 
the berries with the greens are bar- 
berry instead of holly.” 

“Some of the women were wonder- 
ing whether it was worth taking all the 
trouble to bring silver candlesticks and 
tea services from home, just to serve 
tea after the meeting. I certainly think 
it is, don’t you?” 

“It’s easy for me to say so. I didn’t 
do the work. But I am enjoying this. 
I'd rather have less food attractively 
served than to have a great plate full 
of wonderful food slammed at me, 
wouldn’t you?” 

“And these little sandwiches are so 
pretty, as well as so delicious.” 

“In fact, we’re enjoying the party, 
as well as the meeting, aren’t we?” I 
turned to include Mrs. Ferrington, who 
had come up beside me. 

“Wasn’t the speaker fine? My, I could 
listen for hours. Just think of being 
able to talk like that.” 

“She certainly hit the nail on the 
head so far as our own Ladies’ Aid is 
concerned,” laughed Mrs. French. “It 
may have been blind bombing, but she 
hit the target.” : 

“If we can just do all the things she 
pointed out to us,” Mrs. Ferrington 
agreed. “Seems as though she gave us 
enough to keep us busy throughout the 
entire winter.” 

“T had a wicked thought while she 
was talking,’ Mrs. French whispered 
with pretended caution. “I wondered 
whether she does all the things she told 
us about, or whether she just thinks up 


things for other people to do? What 


do you think?” 
12 


“I was thinking the same thing,” ad- 
mitted Mrs. Ferrington. “But I suppose 
it takes both kinds of people to get 
things done—the ones who talk and 
the ones who do things. Personally, ’m 
glad I don’t have to do the talking. I'd 
much rather do the work.” 

“Me too. Isn’t it nice our speaker had 
to leave before the tea, so we can talk 
her over in comfort?” 

“T don’t think it’s nice at all!” Mrs. 
Gerber joined us at that moment. “Do 
you think we’d have gone to that much 
trouble to set an attractive tea table 
just for our own members? In these 
days when there are so many things 
that must be done?” 

“Now my feelings are hurt,” I 
mourned. “I thought it was for us; 
didn’t the rest of you?” 

“Well, we like it, whether we’re sup- 
posed to or not,” said Mrs. French. She 
glanced at her watch. “Anyone here 
going my way? I should have been 
home long ago. It’s perfectly absurd, I 
know, but I hate to have Sam out of 
my sight these days.” 

“Can I send our centerpiece to Miss | 
Minnie in your car? I think these 
ladies are about ready to break up, And 
Mrs Ferrington will go along and hold 
it so it doesn’t fall apart; won’t you, 
dear?” Mrs. Gerber slipped her arm 
through Mrs. Ferrington’s as she spoke. 
Mrs. Ferrington glowed. She may be 
sensitive, but she doesn’t hold grudges. 
She responds as quickly to friendliness 

‘as she does to rudeness. 

“That’s fine, if you’ll take me and the 
greens, Mrs. French. Can I take them 
now?” 

“Yes, indeed, come along.” As Mrs. 
Gerber guided her toward the table, 
Mrs. French turned to me with a puz- 
zled look. 
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“That,” she said, “will be a lesson to 
me never to believe gossip. First I hear 
they aren’t on speaking turns. I get 
ready to be tactful and smooth things 
over. Next thing they walk off like 
‘palsey-walsies, as Sam would say.” 

“Of course, I never gossip, but I think 
Mrs. Benson was the peacemaker.” And 
I told her how Mrs. Benson had waltzed 
Mrs. Ferrington into the Gerbers’ car 
without giving her a chance to be 
“stand-offish.” 

“T’m glad. It took me a while to un- 
derstand Mrs. Gerber; but once you get 
used to her bubbliness and know how 
to take her, she’s a person you have to 
like.” 

“At the risk of sounding sugary, I 
might say that’s the way with most 
people. There aren’t many people you 
can’t like once you know them.” 

“Of course. Yet it strikes me some- 
times that there’s an awful lot of energy 
wasted in trying to understand people, 
when if each person would watch his 
own quirks, it would help a lot. You 
were disgusted with me after Sam’s 
accident, weren’t you?” 

“Not disgusted! If you got that im- 
pression I’d better take stock of my 
own manners. I was worried, I'll con- 
fess. I thought you were blaming your- 
self for something that could not pos- 
sibly be laid on your doorstep. But 
never disgusted!” 

“Just the same, you caught me up 
short. I guess I was getting slightly ‘off’ 
on the subject and it was good to have 
a friend who could tell me so. 

“And I’ve got myself under control. 
If I’d followed my own inclination this 
afternoon, I’d have left before the tea 
so as not to have him out of my sight 
when he wasn’t in school. But give me 
a good score for not giving in to my- 
self, will you? I know it wouldn’t be 
good for him or for me to wrap him in 
cotton wool. So while I have a chance, 
I want to say, ‘Thanks, friend.’ ” 

“Don’t thank me for your own good 
sense.” 
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“T will, if I want to!” She laughed. 
‘T'll always—Why, there’s Joan!” 

And there was Joan! Her face was 
dirty, her hair tousled. I felt a surge 
of anger begin in my very toes. She 
knew she wasn’t supposed to come over 
to the church when I was attending a 
meeting. And if it should be necessary, 
she surely ought to know enough to 
get herself cleaned up a little first. What 
would these women think of her? 

Then I caught the expression on her 
face. My anger turned in a twinkling 
to dismay. Something serious must be 


wrong. I hurried toward her. Ap- 
pearances were forgotten. 
She looked up with relief. “Come 


quick, Mother! Come quick!” She be- 
gan to cry. “It’s Mark. He fell out of 
the big tree and he can’t walk. His leg, 
it’s—. Oh, come quick!” 

Mrs. Benson was beside me with my 
coat, and helped me slip it on. “Tl come 
with you. Where is he, Joan? Show us 
the way.” 

Mark lay on the ground at the foot 
of the big maple. His leg was crumpled 
under him at a queer angle. He was 
oddly still. My heart stopped with fear. 
I could not think. 

“He’s fainted.” Mrs. Benson’s voice 
was quiet and somehow reassuring. “I 
think that leg must be broken. He prob- 
ably passed out from the pain. Joan, 
call the doctor’s office and have them 
trace him if he isn’t there. Do you 
know where we can reach Pastor 
Lathrop?” 

“T shook my head. He was making 
calls, but I couldn’t for the life of me 
think where he had told me he was 
going.” 

“Then call Mr. Benson at the plant. 
Tell him I need him here.” She turned 
to the women who had followed us. I 
could hear her giving directions. 
“Blanket. Aromatics. No, keep him 
flat.” Through the haze that surrounded 
me I seemed to hear an ironical voice, 
“Don’t worry. It wouldn’t be good for 
him to wrap him in cotton wool.” 
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Executive Boards Special Action 


Tue secretary of the ULCA has sent Tue LuTHERAN a copy of the minutes of 
a special meeting of the Executive Board which took place in Minneapolis 
October 17, 1944. First to engage the attention of the Board was the Allocation 
of Apportionment Receipts for 1945. The following is quoted from the minutes: 


Budget of the United Lutheran Church in America 


(a) Items to be a first charge against apportionment receipts: 


Biennial Convention 


Prererrr rere rere) 


—— $ 55,000 


(b) Items to be paid from the next $1,500,000 of apportionment re- 
ceipts, distributed in accordance with the following percentage 


table: 
Allocation Allocation for 
Board or Agency for 1944 1945, 1946, 1947 
Board of Foreign Missions ...........0+0 30.00% $ 450,000 29.25% $438,750 
Board of American Missions 36.50 547,500 35.75 536,250 
Board of Social Missions ........... 2.00 30,000 2.00 30,000 
Board of Deaconess Work .......cccssee 2.45 36,750 3.00 45,000 
Bd. of Ministerial Pensions & Relief 12.64 189,600 12.75 191,250 
Board of Education csscecssssessssseesssoree 9.45 141,750 9.50 142,500 
Parish and Church School .........cccsee 1.22 18,300 1.50 _ 22,500 
Hxecutive..Board :.:,.cegisatersssionisereisnin 4,49* 67,350* 4.25 ~ 63,750 
National Lutheran Council ..........cc000 1.25 18,750 2.00 30,000 
100.00% $1,500,000 100.00%........cccc0e 1,500,000 
*Including .25% for American Bible Society, now to be included in 
Executive Board. 
(c) For meeting the developing opportunities in the life and work of the 
Church, to: be allocated, as needs are clearly revealed, by the Executive 
Board, in consultation with a special allocation commission of fifteen 
members to be appointed by the President of the Church ...........c:e08 445,000 
(d) Supplemental budget to be allocated as provided under (c) above ............ 500,000 
$2,500,000 


It was further determined “that the 
Income Objective for 1945 should be 
committed to F, Eppling Reinartz, D.D., 
Secretary for Promotion in conjunction 
with a Stewardship Promotion Com-) 
mittee composed of the officers of the 
Church, the President-elect, the chair- 
man of the Finance Committee and the 
President of the Laymen’s Movement.” 

The Board further “authorized the 
Stewardship Promotion Committee to 
appoint or engage such additional part- 
or full-time assistants, district leaders 
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and others as it may deem advisable.” 
The expenses incident to the promotion 
of the 1945 income objective are to be 
paid or reimbursed to the Executive 
Board treasury out of the appropria- 
tion for Stewardship and Promotion in 
the 1945 budget. 


Pensions for Lay Workers 

The Executive Board also gave con- 
sideration to the presentation of pen- 
sions for lay workers according to au- 
thorization given them by the conven- 
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tion. Promptness is stated to have been 
an objective in dealing with this action 
by the Church. The following para- 
graphs were adopted by the Executive 
Board: 
1. That the Finance Committee be 
instructed in co-operation with the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Board of Min- 
isterial Pensions and Relief to make a 
complete survey of all boards and 
agencies of the Church for the purpose 
-of compiling a complete census of all 
lay secretaries and employees of such 
boards and agencies, showing for each 
such person the age, salary, position, 
length of service with the particular 
board or agency, length of previous 
service, if any, as a full-time church 
worker, provision, if any, made by any 
board or agency for pensioning or re- 
tiring its lay workers, and such other 
data as the Finance Committee may 
deem advisable. 
2. That the Finance Committee be 
instructed to invite the presidents of all 
constituent synods to assemble and file 
with it similar data with respect to lay 
workers in synodical offices and syn- 
odically supported institutions and 
agencies. 
3. That the Finance Committee be 
instructed to make complete report of 
the data so assembled at the January 
1945 meeting of the Executive Board 
and that lay workers in such report be 
identified by key number rather than 
by name. 
A committee to arrange for the in- 
_ duction of the newly elected president 

was authorized and appointed. It con- 
sists of Secretary W. H. Greever, chair- 
man; Mr. Henry Beisler and Mr. Wil- 
liam H. Stackel. 

Certain matters pertaining to pass- 
ports, visas, etc., were presented, and 
the whole matter was referred for pre- 
liminary investigation to Dr. Oscar F., 
Blackwelder, resident in Washington, 
D. C., and member-elect of the Execu- 
tive Board. 
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Negroes in Industry 
From Wicker Park Lutheran Forum 


THERE is reason to believe that 
Negroes after the present war will not 
find their places in industry destroyed 
or taken from them in Chicago as they 
did at the close of the first World War, 
A. L. Foster, executive secretary of the 
Chicago Urban League, declared in an 
address at the community forums at 
Wicker Park Lutheran Church, Sunday 
afternoon, October 8. Mr. Foster pointed 
to three factors which he believes have 
substantially changed ‘the picture. 
First, the Negro has been integrated 
into the present wartime industry 
rather than segregated into a depart- 
ment which could be dropped as a 
whole when the employment. peak sub- 
sided. Second, the Negro has made 
great strides in his own industrial ef- 
ficiency to the point that he cannot be 
dropped for failure to make adjustment 
as a worker. Third, he has found his 
place in organized labor and with it a 
job security he has never known be- 
fore. 

With 80,000 persons on the south side 
unprovided for in the matter of housing 
there are no plans of government or 
private industry that hold any promise 
of adequately meeting this need within 
the next five or ten years, he declared. 

Reviewing discriminations which 
Negroes have suffered in other areas of 
the country and in army experience, 
he declared in the language of Pearl 
Buck’s famous letter that the great need 
was for Americans to clarify their po- 
sition: Whether Americans were going 
to abandon their principles of democ- 
racy and equality or bring up their 
conduct to the level of their principles. 
The continuing division he declared can 
but end in catastrophe. Religious peo- 
ple he said can hardly do anything but 
rededicate themselves to the principles 
of democracy or consent to the collapse 
not merely of morality but of religion. 
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FIFTY YEARS OF SERVING LOVE 


The Passavant Memorial Homes for the Care of Epileptics 
By WILLIAM H. MARBURGER 


A Summer Day at the Farm 


WE invite you to come with us and 
imagine yourself to be traveling down 
the Ohio River from Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Just twenty-five miles below Pitts- 
burgh, we arrive at the town of Roch- 
ester, Pa. As we look up from the town, 
we behold on the hillside north of the 
town the Passavant Homes for the Care 
* of Epileptics nestling along the side of 
the hill. In a few moments we are 
standing on the front porch of the main 
building looking out over ten miles of 
the Ohio Valley including seven towns 
and many fertile farms. 

We glance about us as we walk out 
across the grounds and we discover 
that the property of these Homes con- 
sists of four modern dwellings or dor- 
mitories, a beautiful. stone church, a 
laundry, a recreation hall, two barns 
and 120 acres of ground. But this is 
only the visible picture that we gain 
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of the Homes. Were this all, we would 
immediately remark: “What is so un- 
usual about this?” But when one goes 
within the buildings. and meets the 
patients, then one realizes that these 
Homes were founded upon the kind of 
love of which Jesus spoke when He 
said, “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.” This same kind of love 
apparently pervades the hearts of those 
who are now responsible for the super- 
vision of the Homes. 

Having been requested by the editor 
of Tue LutHEraAN to prepare an article 
about the Passavant Memorial Homes, 
we spent a recent morning interview- 
ing. the kindly superintendent and 
treasurer, the Rev. Bernard Fetterly, 
and from him we received most of the 
material for this article. Pastor Fet- 
terly is the fourth superintendent of 
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the Homes, having served in this ca- 
pacity since February 1, 1936. 


Burned and Replaced 


Just two days before Pastor Fetterly 
came to the Homes, one of the dor- 
mitories was destroyed by fire. One of 
his first tasks upon arrival was to su- 
pervise the extinguishing of the fire 
which was still smoldering in the coal 
bin in the basement of the building. 
Such a misfortune would have been 
enough to discourage a man of lesser 
faith; but Pastor Fetterly is not such a 
man and it was not long before “Kohler 
Hall,” a new fireproof dormitory, had 
been erected to replace the one de- 
stroyed. This dormitory was erected 
at a cost of $75,000 and has more avail- 
able space than the building it replaced. 

Other improvements that have been 
made under the direction of Pastor 
Fetterly include a Recreation Hall 
erected at a cost of $65,000, the re- 
modeling of the farmer’s cottage at a 
cost of $3,000, and the purchase of an 
additional farm of fifty acres. The 
Homes have a large herd of cattle and 
hogs and are rather well equipped with 
modern farm machinery. This year 
about half of the food needed for the 
patients was grown on their own farm. 
The other half, together with $30,000 
needed to maintain the Homes, will 
come from friends of all faiths. 

Nearly 1,000 patients have been cared 
for through the years. At the present 
time there are 110 patients, three of 
whom have been in the Homes for 45 
years or more. In addition to Super- 
intendent Fetterly, other officials at the 
Homes include four deaconesses from 
the Lutheran Deaconess Motherhouse 
at Milwaukee, Wis., several staff mem- 
bers, a dentist and several physicians. 
The latter two groups are local men 
who render a part-time service. 


The Objective for 1945 
The National Thanksgiving is the 
main donation time although gifts are 
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received at any time. The objective for 
the year 1945 is a central heating plant. 
It is hoped that large gifts and bequests 
will make possible the realization of 
this objective during the fiftieth anni- 
versary year. 

Passavant Memorial Homes for the 
Care of Epileptics was opened June 6, 
1895, as a memorial to William. A. 
Passavant, D.D., great preacher, phi- 
lanthropist and founder of eleemosynary 
institutions. After the death of Dr. 
Passavant June 3, 1894, his son, the 
Rev. W. A. Passavant, Jr., found in 
his possessions an envelope containing 
a small sum of money and a notation 
that this was the nucleus for the found- 
ing of an epileptic colony. Dr. Passa- 
vant had founded an orphanage for girls 
at Rochester and one for boys at 
Zelienople. The Rev. W. A. Passavant, 
Jr., with the aid of friends, was able 
to have the boys and girls placed to- 
gether in the orphanage at Zelienople. 
Then he, together with William L. Mc- 
Ewan, D.D., and Mrs. William Thaw, 
was able to interest a sufficient num- 
ber of friends to lease the property of 
the girls’ orphanage at Rochester for 
use as an epileptic colony. Thus, ex- 
actly one year from the day Dr, Passa- 
vant was buried the Home for Epileptics 
was opened and the first patient, the 
Rev. Jeremiah Hadley Kline, was ad- 
mitted. During the first year an addi- 
tional eighteen patients were admitted. 


Able Superintendents 

The Rev. W. A. Passavant, Jr., served 
as head of the Homes for about two 
years and was succeeded by the Rev. 
Jacob Ash, who served for about six 
years. The Rev. Frederick William 
Kohler became the superintendent in 
January 1903, and served in this ca- 
pacity until his retirement in January 
1936. During fifteen years of this 
period he was also the pastor of Trinity 
Church, New Brighton, Pa., which 
church was placed upon a firm and 
solid foundation by his untiring efforts. 
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While he was superintendent of the 
Homes, three dormitories, a laundry 
and a chapel were erected. 


With No Distinctions 

The Homes are under the supervision 
of a Board of Managers composed of 
nine members, the majority of whom 
have always been Lutherans. It min- 
isters to Jews, Greek and Roman Cath- 
olics, and Protestants of all denomina- 
tions, and some without church af- 
filiation. 

One-half or more of the patients are 
charity and the remainder pay accord- 
ing to their ability which ranges from 
$5 to $30 per month. No help is re- 
ceived from the state. 

The epileptic is in an unfortunate 
position. He is a great burden in a pri- 
vate home, taxing the nervous energy 
of other members of the family. He 
finds himself unwelcome in the church 
because his frequent seizures disturb 
the worshipers. Society does not want 
him, and he is barred from the work of 
the world. Where can he go? He 
would be an outcast were it not for 
institutions like the Passavant Memo- 
rial Homes which opens its doors to 
him and bids him welcome, regardless 
of color, creed, or financial. ability. To 
such institutions of the Church the now 
familiar word essential applies. 

Here a real Christian home, together 
with medical and dental care and the 
opportunity for useful labor, is pro- 
vided for these folk. The religious 
atmosphere created by worship in the 
chapel and devotions morning and eve- 


ning in the dining room assist greatly 


in bringing the patients into a resigned 
and contented frame of mind. Then,, 
too, there is a program of work and 
recreation which helps to keep the pa- 
tient busy. Each has his work to do, 
and in addition to the small duty about 
the Homes, many useful things are 
made. Church and civic organizations 
provide entertainment from time to 
time. 


ULCA’S GAVELS 


One of the interesting features of 
every ULCA convention is a ceremony 
by which the presiding officer accepts 
a gavel for his use during the sessions, 
In most instances the presentation is 
made by a representative of the city or 
synod which is entertaining the dele- 
gates. Also it is a custom which needs 
no explanation that in the gavel there 
are symbols of historic significance to 
the ULCA. 

At Minneapolis, however, a record 
was made by the presentation of no less 
than three gavels. President Knubel, 
in accepting the third one, remarked 
that previous records had been broken; 
and in response to an inquiry he stated 
that a considerable collection was ac- 
cruing in the Church House in New 
York City. One’s imagination prompts 
him to conclude that an interesting 
resume of notable places and notable 
occasions of concern’ to our Church 
could be derived from the explanation 
of the collection of gavels and a story 
of the setting of each of them. 

Of the three gavels at Minneapolis the 
first was presented by Dr. W. P. Christy 
of the Northwest Synod who in his 
presentation speech described it as a 
composite from all the Lutheran synods 
active in the Twin Cities. Even Mis- 
souri yielded a piece of its wood. 

A second “silencer” of irrelevant 
noises came from the congregations of 
Lutherans recently organized as a sis- 
ter synod in British Guiana. Mr. Pat 
Magalee, a Hindu by ancestry, brought 
the gift to the convention, and in Eng- 
lish diction of exceptional clarity of 
meaning and purity of pronunciation, 
explained the Guianans’ satisfaction in 
their connection with the ULCA. 

The third gavel was a gift from India’s 
Lutheran Church, which was sent to 
Dr, A. R. Wentz for presentation. It is 
of sturdy build and generous propor- 
tions. The ends of the hammer part are 
capped with silver. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


THE UNDERSTANDING MIND 


Read Romans 13: 11—14: 7 

Our devout wish should be to be 
able to see others as they appear in 
God’s sight. Hatred, jealousy, bigotry 
distort the vision, as do misshapen mir- 
rors of a crazy house, and cause men 
to consider their rivals as evil contor- 
tions to be fought. To create better 
understandings and relations, God sent 
His Son to be “the Light of the world.” 
He transforms vision that it may recog- 
nize all men as sinners who may be 
changed into new creatures by grace. 


Knowing the season. Romans 13: 11. 

Vatuinc Time. Give time a chance 
and most problems will disappear. 
Life’s value increases inversely with 
the decrease of one’s allotted time. “So 
teach us to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom,” 
said the wise man. These times through 
which we are passing are of crucial 
import. The Advent Season reminds 
us as Christians to appreciate the im- 
pending opportunities presented. 


Not in strife and jealousy. Romans 13: 13. 

AvorInG Strire. Back of most strife 
is misunderstanding. And a chief cause 
is jealousy. When Germany challenged 
the supremacy of the British Navy and 
commerce, World War I was informally 
begun. When Japan claimed equality 
with Great Britain and with the United 
States on the high seas and in interna- 
tional trade, World War II was initiated. 
Only to such extent as individuals and 
nations have a due regard for the rights 
of each other, will good banish strife. 


Take heed lest by any means this liberty 
of yours become a stumbling-block to the 
weak. I Corinthians 8: 9. 

Cueckinc Liserty. After the adop- 
tion of the U. S. Constitution, setting 
forth balancing rights and obligations, 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


John Millar wrote: “True liberty con- 
sists in this, that the liberty of each in- 
dividual is limited by the non-infringe- 
ment on the liberty of others; when it 
invades the liberty of others it is no 
longer liberty.” Centuries before, the 
freedom-loving Paul warned against 
using Christian liberty as license. 


For the kingdom of God is not eating 
and drinking, but righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14: 17. 

UNDERSTANDING THE Kincpom. Re- 
vivalists who rail against card playing, 
dancing, drinking, theater-going and 
other expressions of so-called “worldli- 
ness” too often underrate the funda- 
mentals of the Kingdom of God—“right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.” The understanding Christian 
has a true appreciation of “the things 
of the Kingdom” and emphasizes the 
positive “fruits of the Spirit”—such as 
love, longsuffering, kindness, goodness. 


Let us not therefore judge one another 
any more. Romans 14: 13. 

WITHHOLDING JUDGMENT. “Running 
people down is bad business, whether 
you are a motorist or a gossip.” ’Tis 
best to withhold judgment until the 
Judgment. Only God knows the facts 
—and the conditioning factors. He 
knows the intents of the heart—and 
the faith that lays hold on the right- 
eousness of Christ. Leave to the Son of 
man the present appraisal and the 
future verdict. 


Hep us, Our Father, to identify our- 
selves with others both in their joys 
and in their sorrows. Give us, we pray 
Thee, eyes to see, ears to hear, and 
hearts to understand. Make us willing 
to help others at whatever cost to our- 
selves, and as we share their burdens 
may we come to know Christ better. 
In His name we ask it. Amen. 
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Letoss the Dosh 


SomMETIMES the point in a jest ex- 
presses an essential truth. We have in 
mind the remark of the young woman 
who was resisting the pleas of an 
ardent lover. She appreciated his dis- 
appointment, and offered to be a sister 
to him. When he still insisted that no- 
body loved him, she replied—‘‘But God 
loves you.” 

We consider that assertion more ac- 
curately expressive of the truth than 
the remark of an elderly man who 
was an observer of marriages where 
one or the other party to the covenant, 
and in some instances both bride and 
groom, seemed to lack qualities de- 
servant of marital affection. Said he, 
“The proverb ‘Love is blind,’ is not true. 
Love is farsighted: it sees what is vis- 
ible only to lovers.” 

We never completely accepted the 
conclusion of either the young woman 
or of our masculine friend. For while 
one accepts unquestionably the Bible’s 
declaration that God loves us all, we 
know His esteem for the creatures that 
He made in His image may not be the 
grounds for concord in matrimony. 
Equally liable to exaggerations is the 
so-called long-sightedness of youths 
who enter into hasty and impulsive 
marriages. Both time and the advice of 
elders should be sought to overcome the 
glare of glamor. 


CHILDREN IN WAR ZONES 


Tue LUTHERAN suggests two proposi- 
tions for the consideration of its Amer- 
ican readers: we deem both of them 
germane to our program of Christian 
duties. The first is our obligation to 
share our abundance with the poverty- 
stricken “little ones” whom the war has 
reduced to near starvation and whose 
kinfolk have been killed or torn from 
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their homesteads. Among the Russian 
Jews of an early day there was said to 
be an annual family meal at which a 
vacant chair was placed at the table 
that the household might recognize an 
obligation beyond their own circle. 
In every Christian home of Canada and 
the United States, there should be 
some form of “sharing.” It should be 
proportionate to the extent of the bless- 
ings received. 

Our second proposition is the divi- 
sion of giving; that is, recognition and 
support of agencies that are well 
staffed, free from graft, and in position 
to place our gifts where they will re- 
ceive effective distribution. One such 
agency is the American Red Cross So- 
ciety. Trusted by allies and enemies, 
the work which this society is able to 
do among combatants, wounded, im- 
prisoned and destitute, is of inestimably 
large proportions. Its contacts reach 
someone in whom everyone is inter- 
ested. The Red Cross should be the min- 
istrant of aid contributed by each of us. 

The second agency is Lutheran World 
Action, whose fourth request for sup- 
port will be officially announced soon 
after the January meeting of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council. The scope of 
this agency’s activities is roughly indi- 
cated by its budget for the year 1944, a 
copy of which was published in THE 
LUTHERAN under date of November 22. 

Two things must be given considera- 
tion, however, relative to this agency 
of relief. The first is that it will have 
the entree to portions of Europe and of 
the Orient where distribution by Lu- 
theran fellow-believers can be ar- 
ranged. Nothing will so quickly and so 
thoroughly soften war-induced hatreds 
as the relief of war-caused affliction by 
those who give from the Christian mo- 
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tivation, the love of Christ. 

The second caution which is in order 
at this time is one relative to uncer- 
tainty as to the demands of 1945 to 
which Lutheran World Action will lend 
assistance. It is very probable that the 
ending of combat will lighten the de- 
mands for appropriations to the armed 
forces. These, however, will not com- 
pletely cease: their existence will be 
the resultant of the return to civil life 
of those now rendering military serv- 
ice. Also uncertain at this time are the 
requirements for relief to our fellow- 
believers in other countries than our 
own. We should gain entree to some of 
these very soon after hostilities cease; 
and gradually channels to a ministry 
of the entirety of the needy Lutheran 
churches will be presented to us. In all 
these countries the children are most 
terribly affected. We can begin now to 
succor “the little ones.” 


COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING 


WeE remind the members of the 


~ United Lutheran Church who are cit- 


izens of the United States of the action 
of their representatives at the Minne- 
apolis convention concerning compul- 
sory military training. A resolution 
was adopted asking the Congress to 
postpone for one year after the close 
of this war and the return home of 
those now actively engaged its con- 
sideration of House bills number 1806 
and 3947 which are now pending action. 
Certainly the men and women who 
have had active experience in military 
training have the only complete qual- 
ifications for a reliable opinion about 
a plan that applies at once to younger 
members of their families and which 
will certainly concern their children. 

There are valid arguments in favor 
of requiring a year’s “national service” 
from every able-bodied youth in the 
nation somewhere between the age of 
high school graduation and “settling 
down” into home and community life. 
Such a practice could yield physical 
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vigor and the habits which are best 
derived from military discipline. One 
can conceive also of intellectual bene- 
fits, although army life even in bar- 
racks has not generally been described 
as the equivalent of an_apprentice- 
ship or a college course. It might be so 
managed, however. One objective it 
would fulfill: it would decrease the 
number of employables and thereby 
lessen competition for post-war jobs. 
The suspicion has been voiced that 
such is very definitely one purpose of 
compulsory military training. 

But so far, the environment of camps 
where military training is in process 
has not earned either the affection or 
the gratitude of those “called to the 
colors.” A very high authority on the 
effects on morale of cantonment life has 
told us that the lack of individual pri- 
vacy and the pressure of military 
restraints made the trainees restless 
and discontented. The way of life is 
abnormal to a concentrated extent. 
“No wonder many of the boys break 
through moral restraints to the ruin of 
their own characters and to that of 
their companions.” 

Certainly the state of the public’s 
mind at this time is not suitable for the 
adoption of so radical a change of 
policy. There are some eleven millions 
of the younger part of the population in 
uniform and fifty million more at home 
who are involved. The ULCA’s resolu- 
tion proposes postponement of con- 
sideration for at least a year after a 
peace plan has been signed. This is an 
entirely reasonable attitude on the part 
of Christian citizens. 

But the senators and representatives 
at Washington must not be permitted to 
lack knowledge of the convictions of 
their constituents concerning the pend- 
ing bills. The situation calls for letters 
from fathers and mothers, also from 
older sisters and brothers, advising the 
next congress to postpone consideration 
for the present until the judgment of a 
peace time regime is available. 


21 


Conventions of Women s Missionary Societies 


Alert to Opportunities 

The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Pacific Synod held its thirty-eighth an- 
nual convention in Trinity Church, Long- 
view, Wash., the Rev. John L. Cauble pas- 
tor. The theme, “Ye Are My Witnesses,” 
was the basis of the devotions. 

The convention opened with the pres- 
ident, Mrs. Harry Bell, presiding. Roll call 
showed representatives from Washington, 
Oregon, and British Columbia. An inspir- 
ing message on “Witnessing for Christ,” 
was given by Miss Ann Pasjack of Seattle, 
parish worker of the synod. At the Com- 
munion Service the sermon was preached 
by the Rev. R. W. Tomeraasen of La 
Grande, Ore., and the Communion was ad- 
ministered by Pastor Cauble and the Rev. 
John L. Sawyer, president of the Pacific 
Synod. 

Department secretaries in charge of Mrs. 
George Wade of Longview, gave unique 
reports. Mrs. Edwin J. Johnson of Everett, 
Wash., reported that Sister Mildred Win- 
ter, field secretary for Deaconess Work, 
would visit every congregation in the 
Pacific Synod during November. Miss 
Mary Jane Jessen was presented to the 
convention as a candidate for the diaconate 
and will soon be in Baltimore at the 
Motherhouse to begin training for that 
work. The Rev. John L. Sawyer gave a 
very inspiring challenge in an address 
asking the Women’s Missionary Society of 
the synod to sponsor the purchase of a 
portable chapel to be used by the synod in 
home mission fields. The women willingly 
accepted this opportunity for service. 

The highlight of the convention was the 
banquet, with about 225 in attendance. The 
Rev. Dana H. Johnson of the Board of 
American Missions, gave an illuminating 
address on “The Virgin Islands,’ where he 
had served some years’ ago. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, Mrs. H. I. Spangler, Longview; 
vice-president, Mrs. Karl Brockhaus, Med- 
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ford, Ore.; secretary, Mrs. Wilbur H. 
Jessen, Eugene, Ore.; treasurer, Mrs. A. H. 
Arnold, Seattle; statistician, Mrs. H. F. 
Rankin, Seattle. The service of installa- 
tion was conducted by Pastor J. L. Sawyer. 

An invitation extended by the Ladies’ 
Guild of the American Lutheran Church, 
Salem; Ore., Dr. M. A. Getzendaner pas- 
tor, for the 1945 convention, was accepted. 
The convention closed with an impressive 
consecration service conducted by Mrs. 
Werner Jessen of Camas, Wash., embody- 
ing the commands of Jesus to Love, Go, 
Give and Pray. 

Mrs. FREDA PETERSEN, Reporter. 


An African Palaver a Feature 
of Convention 


THE sixteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the West- 
ern Conference of the United Synod of 
New York was held October 26 at Con- 
cordia Church, Rochester, the Rev. Thomas 
A. Berg pastor. The theme of the conven- 
tion was, “By these things men live.” 
Opening devotions were conducted by Pas- 
tor Berg; and the Rev. Edward J. Simp- 
son, Jr., presided at the organ. 

Mrs. Edwin Boettger, president of the 
synodical society, and the Rev. Howard R. 
Kuhnle, president of the Western Confer- 
ence, brought greetings. A revised con- 
stitution was adopted. Fifty-one Life 
Memberships, four In Memoriams, and two 
transferrals were presented. 

The Rev. Ralph W. Loew, pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, Buffalo, gave an inspiring 
address on the theme, “Over the Circum- 
stances,” in which he asserted that we 
Lutherans have hesitated too long to make 
ourselves heard, and that we must be bold 
and give to the world the good things that 
we have to offer. 

Sister Josephine Gouker conducted the 
devotions of the afternoon session. 

Mr. William H. Stackel, lay delegate to 
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the ULCA convention in Minneapolis, 
brought a report of that convention, men- 
tioning that the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety had quadrupled their contributions 
in a quarter of a century. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, Mrs. Clifton O. Dasson; vice- 
presidents, Mrs. Charles Menge and Mrs. 
Edward Simpson, Jr.; recording secretary, 
Mrs. Carl Koeberle; corresponding secre- 
tary, Mrs. Herman B. Miller; statistical 
secretary, Miss Florence Resler; treasurer, 
Mrs. Paul Wenrich. 

Mrs. Louis T. Henrich presented the Tri- 
ennial Objective, and pledges of approx- 
imately $2,000 were received from the floor 
for this work. 

The evening session took the form of an 
African palaver, and Mrs. James W. Miller, 
missionary from Liberia, gave a most in- 
teresting talk on her work at the Mission 
House in Monrovia. A group of negro 
singers from St. Simon’s Episcopal Church 
sang negro spirituals and a duet which 
had been harmonized by the Rev. James 
W. Miller was sung by two young women. 

Mrs. Cart H. Korserte, Sec. 


“Abundant Living’ 


Tue forty-eighth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Reading Conference of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania proved a most inspiring and 
challenging one, with three impressive ad- 
dresses. Two missionaries, Mrs. C. E. 
Buschman of Liberia and Miss Mae Rohlfs, 
R.N., of China, impressed their hearers 
with their deep sincerity and consecrated 
efforts as they stressed the vast need for 
more missionaries and for the prayers and 
interest of those at home. Mrs. Harold E. 
Beatty of Washington, D. C., spoke on the 
theme of the convention, “Abundant Liv- 
ing.’ Her experience in preparing the 
Prayer Calendar in Lutheran Women’s 
Work has furnished inspiration for planned 
prayer groups. 

The convention was held November 1 in 
Grace Church, Reading, Dr. A. C. Schenck 
pastor. The devotions were in charge of 
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Dr. Schenck and Mrs. Luther F. Schlenker. 
Mrs. Ira W. Klick, vice-president, re- 
sponded to the greetings of Dr. Schenck. 
The president, Mrs. A. C. Schenck, urged 
that the Triennial Objective be kept in 


_mind, that monthly meetings be held by 


societies, and prayer groups be organized. 
A revised constitution in accord with that 
of the synodical society was adopted. 

-Greetings were extended by the Rev. 
Mark Trexler, president of the Reading 
Conference; Miss Charlotte Lenhart of the 
Lutheran Children’s Bureau; Mrs. J. O. 
Henry of the Lutheran Home at Topton; 
and Mrs. Leon Swavely, president of the 
Norristown Conference Women’s Mission- 
ary Society. A society organized at Zion 
Church, Womelsdorf, was received into 
membership. Highty-eight Reading Course 
Award Cards were presented by the Mis- 
sion Study secretary, Miss Daisy B. Keim. 
The Triennial Objective was splendidly 
presented by Mrs. Gunnar Knudsen, local 
chairman. Mrs. -J. Thomas Hadesty con- 
ducted the Memorial Service. 

Dr. Fred J. Fiedler, a member of the 
Board of Foreign Missions and superin- 
tendent of Inner Missions of the confer- 
ence, fittingly introduced Miss Rohlfs. 

The following officers were elected, and 
were installed by Pastor Trexler: Pres- 
ident, Mrs. Archibald C. Schenck; vice- 
presidents, Mrs. Ira W. Klick and Mrs. 
Karl L. Reisner; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Leroy Taney; statistical secretary, Mrs. 
William Fegley; treasurer, Mrs. Walter S. 
Wells. Enrtn H. Druckenmitter, Rec. Sec. 


Mrs. Kepner Guest Speaker 


THE sixteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Eastern 
Conference of the United Synod of New 
York was held in Central Lutheran 
Church, Troy, N. Y., October 17, the Rev. 
W. K. Hauser pastor. After special greet- 
ings in the morning, the president, Mrs. 
Lauren H. Grandy, appointed the com- 
mittees. In her report she noted a Thank 
Offering increase in the conference as a 
whole, stressed the Triennial Objective, 
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and recommended that the constitution be 
amended to correspond with that of the 
synodical society, and that the evening of- 
fering be given to the Triennial Objective. 
Both recommendations were adopted. 

A new society at Poestenkill was re- 
ceived into membership. In the absence 
of the synodical president, Mrs. Edwin H. 
Boettger, Mrs. W. H. Hanning brought the 
message of the morning. The afternoon 
session was given over to business and an 
inspirational address by Mrs. Sydney R. 
Kepner, first president of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the United Lutheran 
Church. She spoke on the work in our 
Virginia and North Carolina Mountains. 

The following officers were elected and 
installed by Mrs. Hanning: President, Mrs. 
Morris Skinner; vice-president, Mrs. Clay- 
ton VanDeusen; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Alfred Wietz; statistical secretary, Mrs. 
Herbert Mahl; treasurer, Mrs. Edwin Stein. 

The highlight of the day came with the 
evening banquet. The toastmistress, Miss 
Helen Smith of First Church, Albany, in- 
troduced the guest speaker, Mrs. Malcolm 
D. Shutters, missionary to China. Through 
her interesting address the courage and 
faith of the Chinese people were learned. 

Registrations for the day sessions num- 
bered 225, and for the banquet 285. 

The convention theme, “A Mighty Fort- 
ress Is Our God,” was presented by Miss 
Alice Nielsen of Rensselaer and Mrs. Peter 
Fanning of Troy. 

Martie D. AckERLEY, Reporter. 


“Workers Together’ 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Southern Conference of the Florida Synod 
met in St. John’s Church, Hollywood, Fla., 
October 27, for its twelfth annual session, 
The theme, “Workers Together,” was em- 
phasized in the devotions conducted by 
Mrs. E. D. Kreucher of West Palm Beach 
and Miss Bertha Cline of Miami. The 
morning session was concerned with busi- 
ness and an exchange of ideas on methods 
of conducting the work of the societies. 
One problem presented is how to increase 
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membership and interest in missionary 
work. \ 

Mrs. J. W. Squires of Hollywood led the 
principal discussion of the afternoon, that 
of the proposed new constitution to be 
presented for adoption at the next conven- 
tion of the synodical society. The confer- 
ence voted a donation to the Loan-Gift 
Fund, established by the synodical conven- — 
tion last June. The next meeting will be 
held in West Palm Beach. 

Mrs. J. W. Squirgs, Sec. 


T 

320 at Young Women s 
Dinner 

‘Tue twenty-fourth annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Southern Conference of the Synod of Ohio 
was held October 30-31 in the Hilltop 
Church, Columbus, Ohio, the Rev. Carveth 
P. Mitchell pastor. Helpful devotions con- 
ducted by Mrs. G. W. Miley of Columbus, 
centered around the theme, “Faith.” 

Mrs. August Schneider, president, pre- 
sided and awarded ribbons to forty-one 
societies on the Honor Roll, thirty of which 
also received the Superior Merit award. 
It was voted that a copy of the president’s 
recommendations be sent to each society. 
Mrs. Paul Knauss, president of the syn- 
odical society, greeted the convention and 
stressed the Triennial Objective. Dr. M. L. 
Dolbeer, missionary from India, brought 
an interesting report of the Centennial 
Celebration in that large mission field. The 
children of Hilltop Church presented a 
service to close the afternoon session. 

The dinner to honor the young women 
of the conference was attended by 320 
persons. Mrs. K. Wray, secretary of pro- 
motion, was toastmistress. Mrs. J. Rinder- 
knecht gave an interesting account of the 
work being done in Lutheran Service Cen- 
ters; Mrs. Knauss read a letter from Miss 
Marianna Bunger; fourteen Life Member- 
ships and two In Memoriams were given 
by Mrs. P. Miller, department secretary; 
and three new societies of Young Women 
were presented. 
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Miss Catherine Stirewalt, missionary on 
furlough from China, gave two inspiring 
addresses. The convention members learned 
of her work, her experiences from “Pearl 
Harbor Day” to the time of her release by 
the Japanese, and her hope for the future 
of China. 

An interesting report of the synodical 
convention at Mansfield was given by Mrs. 
James Miller of Dayton. The department 
secretaries presented their work under the 

guidance of Mrs. Carl Driscoll of Dayton. 

The review of the mission study books by 
Miss Mabel Minser was interesting and 
helpful. Mrs. Frank Secrist gave a beau- 
tiful memorial to Mrs. G. D. Busch. 

The following officers were installed by 
Mrs. Knauss: President, Mrs. August 
Schneider, Chillicothe; vice-president, Mrs. 
Charles Wilkerson, Springfield; recording 
secretary, Mrs. Richard Maguire, Dayton; 
statistician, Mrs. H. F. Fischer, Versailles; 
treasurer, Mrs. H. E. Overholser, Dayton. 

The 1945 conventian will be held at Sec- 
ond Trinity Church, Dayton. 


600 Women in Attendance 


Tue fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the United 
Synod of North Carolina met in a one-day 
session in St. James Church, Concord, 
S. W. Hahn, D.D., pastor. 

Mrs. Leo Smith of Hickory Conducted 
the devotions, emphasizing the convention 
theme, “For the Healing of the Nations,” 
under the headings: “The Source of Heal- 
ing,’ “The Blessing of the Healing,’ and 
“The Human Ministry in the Healing.” 

Dr. Gladys Morgan Happer, former mis- 
sionary to India, was the principal speaker 
at the morning session. 

Mrs. Aubrey Mauney of Kings Moun- 
tain, president, presided over the business 
session. The message of the president and 
reports of other officers and secretaries 
were heard with much interest. 

The officers were re-elected as follows: 
Mrs. Aubrey Mauney, Kings Mountain, 
president; Mrs. E. R. Lineberger, Newton, 
recording secretary; Miss Annie Glass 
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Roediger, Winston-Salem, statistical sec- 
retary; Miss Rosa Sox, Hickory, treasurer. 

The following departmental secretaries 
were re-elected: Thank Offering and 
Christmas Offering, Mrs. R. L. Conrad of 
High Point; Mission Study, Mrs. V. R. 
Cromer of Hickory; Extension, Mrs. F. M. 
Speagle of Dallas; Life Membership, Mrs. 
Hubert Cloninger of Gastonia; India Lace 
and Rocky Boy Industries, Mrs. John 
Herion of Mt. Pleasant; Box Work, Patron 
and Protege, Mrs. Herman Payne of 
Lenoir; Deaconess and Students, Mrs. J. L. 
Thornburg of Statesville; Magazine, Week 
of Prayer and Self-denial, Mrs. W. P. 
Roudabush of Wilmington; North Carolina 
Missions, Mrs. H. F. Mitchell of Burling- 
ton; editor women’s page in the North 
Carolina Lutheran, Mrs. B. E. Petrea of 
Salisbury. 

Greetings were brought to the conven- 
tion by Dr. J. L. Morgan, president of the 
United Synod of North Carolina; Mr. Zeb 
Trexler, president of the Brotherhood of 
North Carolina, who also reported briefly 
on the recent convention of the national 
Brotherhood; Mrs. L. E. Blackwelder, 
member of the Executive Board of the 
W.M.S.; Mrs. E. K. Bodie, secretary of 
the Children of the Church; and Miss 
Romania Eckerd, representative from the 
Luther League of North Carolina. 

Between sessions a luncheon in honor 
of our North Carolina missionaries was 
given in the Educational Building of the 
church for the delegates, officers and a few 
visitors. Mrs. John Herion of Mt. Pleasant 
was toastmistress and introduced Miss 
Clara Sullivan, missionary from China, 
vee spoke on “My Career as a Mission- 
ALY.e 

During the first part of the afternoon 
session, Mrs. John F. Crigler of Charlotte, 
conducted a practical open forum discus- 


’ sion in which she and others suggested 


ways to make monthly programs more 
interesting, and how to make greater use 
of church literature. 
There were approximately 600 delegates 
and visitors in attendance. 
Mrs. Ovin W. SINK. 
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THE» CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON 


REFUGE FROM INTRUSIONS 


ky Nathan FZ. Melhorn 


The Home and Family Divinely Created and Endowed with Singular Privileges 
Genesis |: 27-28; 2: 18; Matthew 19: 4-6; Luke 10: 38-42; Ephesians 6: 1-4; 
Il Timothy |: 3-6. Sunday School Lesson for December 10 


Ir sHOULD be remembered that the basic theme for the excerpts from Holy Scripture 
which adult Sunday school classes have studied since October 1 is “Light from Christ 
on Life Today.” For December 10 the citations deal with Christ in the home. 

No discussion of the character of the home as that institution is set forth in Holy 
Scripture, dares lack a recognition of the singular endowments of man as he was fash- 


ioned by his Creator. The mode for con- 
tinuing the race involves the division into 
male and female, and the participation of 
both in the command, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth.” Chil- 
dren and parents constitute an indissoluble 
unit, which is basic to the race. There- 
from originate the developments of social 
organization. The family cannot be in- 
truded upon without injuring the human 
relations of every level of the social struc- 
ture, however varied and complex. 


In the Home 

While divine guidance enabled the He- 
brews to have a high ideal for family life, 
the revelation which we have from our 
Lord in the New Testament broadens and 
beautifies the human relationships which 
marriage, parentage, and kinship exhibit. 
The Family at Bethany, where the domes- 
tic circle consisted of two sisters and a 
brother, was blessed by the presence in 
their midst repeatedly of our Lord. It 
was in this household that He called at- 
tention to the merit of listening and of 
meditation in comparison with busyness 
of serving. Martha and Mary have be+ 
come types of disciples, through whom we 


evaluate the qualities of communion with ~ 


Christ. 


The Civic "Household" 

Paul in his letter to the Ephesians called 
attention to a social unit in which the ties 
are not exclusively those of blood kinship. 
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The place of subordinates, both servants 
and slaves, in the Christian household is 
recognized and the esteem mutual to mas- 
ter and servant is declared pleasing to the 
Maker of both. It is a well-known fact 
that the “inner urges” which devout men 
and women practice, if done in the Mas- 
ter’s name, have a distinctive quality with- 
out regard to the social stratum to which 
they belong. 


Inheritances 

The New Testament in a tender refer- 
ence to the mother and grandmother of 
Paul’s protege, Timothy, puts a value on 
the ability of parents to give to their chil- 
dren the benefits of their experience and 
the advice which their love prompts them 
to offer. Thus one generation continues 
to another the blessedness they enjoy by 
divine favor. Thus also a time value of 
parental influence is indicated. 

It is in order now to place emphasis on 
this phase of home contacts, some of which 
are in the sphere of discipline. The im- 
moral status of a part of this generation 
is a direct result of the neglect of parental 
restrictions. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
December 4-10 
M. God’s Plan for the Home. Matthew 19: 4-6. 
T. The Home in Bethany. Luke 10: 38-42. 
W. The Home of Timothy. I Timothy 1: 3-6. 
Th. Advice About Marriage. I Corinthians 
7: 10-16, 39. 

F. Marriage a Symbol. Ephesians 5: 22-32. 
: Pisenie and Children. 

Religion in the Home. Co 


hesians 6: 1-4. 
ossians 3: 16-24. 
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BOOKS 


Not for Contented Christians 


Say Yes to the Light. By Allan A. Hunter. Harpers. 150 pages. $1.50. 

To PEOPLE who have seen “Chaos and Old Night” descend upon them in these war 
years, Allan A. Hunter writes of “the Light in Whom is no darkness at all or fever of 
time.” We can say Yes to the Light and so advance on the “upward spiral” of God’s 
redemptive purposes, or else take the easy road to stagnation. 

The author is sure we can overcome the darkness of evil both in its individual and 
- social manifestations, as Jesus did, by pitting courtesy against aggressiveness, reverence 


against prejudice, faith against the other 
man’s secret self-discouragement. The 
Cross is, however, the inevitable conse- 
quence of such self-commitment to God’s 
will. But if we are willing to suffer evil, 
as Christ did, rather than inflict it on 
others, we shall receive power from on 
high. In respect to war this means pacifism 
which is the only true realism, and mar- 
tyrdom, if need be, which is the only sure 
hope the author can discover for a war- 
less world. 

This is no book for contented Christians. 
The book-jacket says truly it is “vital, 
potent, everyday stuff.” Here is a call for 
modern sainthood. You cannot read this 
without being stirred with a deep discon- 
tent over your own stodgy mode of living. 
Yet for all its seriousness a sprightly hu- 
mor pervades the book. A veritable Noah’s 
Ark of whimsical animals from the sloth- 
ful oyster to Kierkegaard’s wild duck pro- 
ceeds from the pages of this book to tes- 
tify for the author’s thesis. 

Here is no “vacant chaff well meant for 
grain,’ nor pabulum for spiritual babes, 
but strong meat for those gallant souls, 
that select company for whom the book is 
written. Joun W. RILxinc. 


Church Music 


The Graduals for the Church Year. Author- 
ized by the intersynodical committee on hym- 
nology and liturgy for the Synodical Confer- 
ence of North America. Concordia. 103 pages. 
$1.50. 

Tuts is the second volume in the Con- 
cordia series. It contains the Graduals, 
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Sentences for the seasons, and Sequence 
hymns. 

There is an excellent introduction which 
contains much valuable historical material, 
together with suggestions for the rendition 
of the chants which are from Anglican and 
plain-song sources. 

The rhythm of the chants, which “is de- 
termined by natural rhetorical accents 
only,” is well indicated by accent marks 
in the plain-song settings in both words 
and music, thus obviating any misunder- 
standing of this important point. 

In these settings the Graduals for the 
four Sundays in Advent are to be sung 
to one chant by Tallis. The chant is not 
an inspired one to begin with, and although 
it might be used for the text of the Grad- 
ual for the first Sunday in Advent, the 
power and beauty of the words for the 
other three are lost in this meager music. 
The five Graduals of the Christmas Cycle 
are given a far better setting in the Ox- 
ford chant; but here again not all of the 
texts are provided with suitable music. 

This use of one chant for many texts 
is the greatest weakness of the volume and 
is most unfortunate in view of other ex- 
cellent points, such as the rhythmic pres- 
entation of the texts. _ 

In the plain-song settings the editors 
have confined themselves to the use of 
but four of the Psalm tones, viz., III, V, 
VI and VII which is an adaptation. Tone 
VI is used for twelve texts, Tones III and 
V for one each, 

The volume is paper-bound and of con- 
venient octavo size. RatpyH P, Lewars. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


ky nos Gohn Teaude 


PEACE PRINCIPLES OF THE PRINCE—Matthew 5:38-48 


REVENGE is the principle of the princes of 
the world. Their golden rule is, “Do 
others as they do you.” They believe in 
strict justice, “an eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth.” Life to them is a bar- 
gain counter over which they match wits 
with their neighbors. A bargain is a bar- 
gain, and if you get a little the best of it, 
“let the buyer beware!” 

This “second mile” business is foolish- 
ness to them. “Do what you have to do, 
and nothing more!” is the principle of suc- 
cess. Even when they have personal stand- 
ards higher than that, they feel justified 
in getting every possible advantage for 
their nation, or their race, or their class. 
Better go to war, they say, than allow any 
dishonor to their nation. If their diplomats 
can out-maneuver the diplomats of other 
nations to national advantage, they pin 
medals on them. They tell their children 
about their clever exploits in getting the 
better of their neighbor nations. 

After the terrible Boxer uprising in 
China a large indemnity came to America. 
This time, at least, a great nation went the 
second mile. The indemnity was invested 
in educational advantages for young 
Chinese. Clemenceau laughed at the ideal- 
ism of Wilson and took all he could get 
for France in the Treaty of Versailles. 
Look out for yourself! Give as little for 


as much as you can get! Return evil for - 


evil, blow for blow—with compound in- 
terest! The world was made for the 
strongest nation, the superior race. 


The Second Mile 

Against this worldly principle our Prince 
of Peace offered a bill of rights. This docu- 
ment is called the Sermon on the Mount. 
It sets a standard of duty plus. To Jesus 
duty is not a legal limit for service. It has 
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nothing to do with the exchange of value 
for value, dollar for dollar. Duty is just 
the place where the citizen of His king- 
dom begins to serve. 

Jesus goes far beyond the principle of 
good for good and evil for evil. To the 
man who insults you, turn the other cheek. 
To the man who takes your shirt, give your 
coat. To the man who forces you to go 
one mile, go with him two. This is often 
called “Second Mile Religion.” 

The Roman law insisted that any officer 
of the state who was traveling might stop 
a traveler and compel him to go with him 
as his guide for a mile, and no more. This 
rule did not add to the popularity of Rome 
in conquered provinces. No matter how 
much in a hurry a man might be, and no 
matter in what direction he was going, if 
an officer requested it, he must leave all 
his plans for a mile with the representa- 
tive of the master race. Jesus illustrated 
His principle of service by telling the dis- 
gusted guide not to stop at the mile mark, 
but to go on cheerfully another mile and 
so make sure the officer was on the right: 
road. 

Jesus said it in another way in Luke 
17: 7-10: “When you have done all you 
are bidden, say, ‘We are but unprofitable 
servants, we have only done our duty.” 
(Moffatt.) ‘This is the right Jesus found 
for us, to do more than our duty. To claim 
the basic right to serve, rather than to 
be served. 


The Love Motive 

Just doing duty plus is not enough. The 
Lord looks on the heart. He knows why 
we go the second mile. There are many 
motives for a life of service. Fear, slavish 
and degrading; cold honesty, full of pride 
and marred by condescension; desire for 
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appreciation, greedy for credit; ambition 
to get ahead, believing that honesty is the 
best policy; work-righteousness, making 
salvation a thing to be earned; these and 
many other motives may lead to surface 
goodness. But Jesus looked back of the 
mile or two miles a man will travel, to see 
why. If love was not the driving motive, 
making him forget the number of miles, 
then the traveler was not of His kingdom. 

What is love? It is “persistent affection- 
ate interest in people,” said Huxley. An- 


- other has said it is the habit of “identify- 


ing ourselves with the purpose of God in 
others.” James Reid says, “Love is a pos- 
itive attitude of caring about others, of 
definitely seeking their good.” 

This love is not dependent on what peo- 
ple deserve from us. Even pagans have 
“affectionate interest” in those who have 
“affectionate interest” in them. This divine 
love is dictated by their need. Even 
enemies are not to be excepted. And that 
is a hard principle for days like these. 

A visitor to Generalissimo Chiang was 
deeply impressed with the prayer he said 
at table. He prayed for his nation, for his 
family, for his allies, and for all the bless- 
ings his sense of need demanded. Then he 
prayed for the Japanese and that God 
might turn their hatred into friendship. 
But why should we think such a prayer 
strange? Is not forgiveness, even for your 
enemies, in the very heart of the Gospel? 

The slur of one news correspondent that 
our American soldiers did not hate enough 
was buried under a storm of protest. The 
most vigorous came from the battle fronts. 
There the business of killing is done as 
something necessary to save the world. 
There is no joy of battle, but a sense of 
destiny in which each soldier must pay his 
part. 

Our Prince of Peace has only one prin- 
ciple for His kingdom. It is love. With 
that as the supreme motive, life becomes 
a means of service, without any other 
limits than our ability. 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, December 10. 

Next topic, The Prince of Peace Has Come. 
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Anniversaries 


Brooklyn, N. Y. On the evening of No- 
vember 6 St. Matthew’s-First Church, 
Brooklyn, celebrated the eightieth anni- 
versary of its organization. A large and 
representative audience was present. Un- 
der the able leadership of the organist, 
Mrs. F. C. G. Gille, wife of the pastor, the 
singing of the choir greatly enhanced the 
beauty of the services. The liturgists were 
Pastor Gille and the Rev. John W. Klahn, 
pastor of the neighboring Church of the 
Messiah. The sermon was delivered by 
Dr. John A. Weyl, who as one of the of- 
ficers of the New York Ministerium took 
part in the service of ordination of the 
pastor in 1906. 

After an impressive candlelight service 
conducted by the pastor, a social hour was 
spent in the parish hall, where refresh- 
ments were served by the Ladies’ Aid 
Society. 

Mr. Gille has been pastor of this con- 
gregation for twenty-two years. This is a 
downtown congregation, but its members 
are faithful in attendance and devoted to 
its welfare, even though many of them 
live at some distance from the church. 


Liberty, N. Y. St. Paul’s congregation 
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its 
organization October 29 and 31. Dr. Sam- 
uel Trexler preached the sermon on the 
twenty-ninth, and former pastors of the 
congregation, the Rev. J. Oscar Neeb of 
Buffalo and the Rev. Paul H. Wasmund of 
Middle Village, L. I., delivered addresses 
on the thirty-first. Through a generous 
legacy from a former member, Miss Eliza- 
beth Ahrens, the congregation was able to 
celebrate its golden anniversary free of 
debt. The Rev. H. B. Krusa is pastor of 
this church. 


Washington, D. C. The Georgetown Lu- 
theran Church, the Rev. Harold E. Beatty 
pastor, is commemorating its 175th. anni- 
versary with special services. October 29, 
the Festival of the Reformation was ob- 
served with a special service at which the 
guest speaker was Dr. Cloyd Heck Marvin, 
president of George Washington Univer- 
sity. A choral group directed by Mr. Gor- 
don Page from the Washington-Lee High 
School sang. 
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Military Training 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

At the recent Twin Cities Convention 
of the United Lutheran Church, the Board 
of Social Missions recommended, “the 
Church protests the adoption at the pres- 
ent time by our national government of 
any measures providing for the universal 
military conscription of males between the 
ages of 17 and 21 years...” 

Yet, although this stand is taken by our 
Church and by many other groups, such 
as the National Education Association, 
American Association of School Adminis- 
trators, and American Council on Educa- 
tion, National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, U. S. Student Assembly, Pres- 
byterian General Assembly, United Coun- 
cil of Church Women, General Conference 
of the Methodist Church, the Northern 
Baptist Convention, Annual Conference of 
the Church of the Brethren, National Child 
Labor Committee, Post-war World Coun- 
cil, Federal Council of Churches, the Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation, American 
Friends Service Committee, Y.W.C.A., Ro- 
man Catholic Church, large labor groups 
and others, there is grave danger that the 
May Bill or some other bill providing 
peace time universal military training will 
be passed, Unless Christians are aroused 
so these groups follow through to the in- 
dividual members, the tragic consequences 
of international militarism can be expected. 
You, through the official journal of our 
Church, can do much by urging Luther- 
ans to protest individually the adoption of 
peace time universal military training. 

It is generally agreed by those opposing 
the bill that peace time universal military 
training would stand in the way of a dur- 
able world peace; would plant in America’s 
democratic soil Europe’s cancer of mil- 
itary despotism; is not the alternative to a 
big standing army; whether for military 
or labor purposes, is the Hitler way of 
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solving unemployment; is the wrong edu- 
cation for peace, national health, the pre- 
vention of crime, the strengthening of 
democracy, and self-discipline; and would 
grant the state the overlordship of per- 
sonal conscience. I earnestly urge and 
pray that you will feature an article pre- 
senting the dangerous provisions and con- 
sequences of such a bill. 
Yours truly, 
Marityn BiralsE, 

Worker for the National Lutheran Council. 


Anti-Sabbatarian 


Gentlemen: 

Hurraw for Mr. William H. Schneider! 
I have been waiting for a long time for 
someone to say what he has said about 
Sunday and the Sabbath in the November 
8 issue of Tor LUTHERAN. 

I have often wondered when I read that 
the Lutheran Church accepts the Augs- 
burg Confession if some of those who say 
that have ever even read it. Certainly 
those of our pastors who organize drives 
against Sunday movies and the like do not 
recognize the authority of the Confession. 
I agree with them that it is much nicer 
not to have to see long lines of movie 
ticket seekers on Sunday, but I can’t see 
that it has anything to do with religion. 
If my neighbor gets pleasure in reading a 
book in pictorial form from a screen rather 
than from the printed page or prefers to 
sit ina boat fishing rather than on his own 
porch on Sunday I certainly do not con- 
sider it a sin, 

As for myself my Sundays are pretty well 
taken up with things which I consider 
more essential but not necessarily less sin- 
ful. I get caught up with things which I 
have no time for during the week, espe- 
cially now since I am working almost every 
evening as well as in the daytime. I visit 
with my own family whom I hardly get a 
chance to see from one Sunday to the next. 
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I read the newspapers. (Do you remem- 
ber when Sunday newspapers were sup- 
posed to be instruments of the devil?) I 
always go to church in the morning and 
occasionally to the vesper service. I listen 
to the radio—religious broadcasts, musical 
ones and funny ones. They all do me good. 
I also have more time to read my Bible 
and I probably say my prayers a little 
more fervently than I do during the week. 

Yes, Sunday is a grand day, and it would 
be awful if we didn’t have it, But I don’t 


‘chink it is a sin to buy an ice cream cone 


on Sunday, as I once heard one of our 
pastors say. 

Certainly that type of teaching about 
Sunday is, as Mr. Schneider has said, Re- 
formed and not Lutheran. I happen to 


know the contents of the Augsburg Con- 


fession very well. It was printed in the 
old service books we used to have, and 
many a time, as a bored teen-ager, I read 
it instead of listening to the sermon. Can 
this also be a confession? 

Harrisburg, Pa. D. K. Wrypsor. 


In Defense of Regulation 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Ir Wm. H. Schneider is right about the 
Sabbath, then we must cut Gen. 2: 3 and 
Matt. 24: 20 out of our Bibles. Gen. 2: 3 
teaches us that the Sabbath dates far back 
of the Ten Commandments; in fact, back 
to the creation. And it hardly is the right 
thing for us Christians to try to undo what 
God did at creation. 

The only thing that is Jewish about the 
Sabbath is the evident change of the day 
from the day originally assigned, and 
which the heathen assigned to sun wor- 
ship, hence was called Sunday, and which 
day was restored by the Christian Church 
as the Lord’s Day. 

However, the commandments do not say 
which day of the week shall be observed, 


; simply the seventh day—that is, one day 


in seven. That does not mean that every 
one is to choose a day for himself, for that 
would mean division; and division is the 
work of the enemy. 
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But Matt. 24: 20 clearly teaches Sabbath 
observance. Epwin Dineman. 


New York Synod’s New 
Treasurer 
(Continued from page 2) 


White Plains, a trustee of the Wartburg 
Orphans’ Farm School, and a member of 
synod’s Finance Committee. 

Mr. Wagner has been a leader in New 
York business circles for the past twenty- 
five years, giving his major attention to 
the sale and management of large proper- 
ties in New York. It was he who as- 
sembled the properties necessary for the 
construction of Tudor City for the Fred 
F. French Co. and also the twelve square 
blocks of land for the large Red Hook 
housing development in this city. In ad- 
dition, Mr. Wagner was in charge of the 
land assemblage for the Williamsburg 
housing development. 

In 1942 Mr. Wagner became the vice- 
president of the General Realty and Util- 
ities Corporation, one of the largest real 
estate concerns in the country. The inter- 
ests of this concern are centered in the 
ownership of New York City skyscrapers, 
as well as a fine office building in Boston, 
and a large commercial development in 
Kansas City, Mo. He is also a member of 
the following: Real Estate Board of N. Y., 
Commerce and Industry Association and 
New York State Chamber of Commerce. 

In introducing the members of the 
United Lutheran Church to synod’s new 
treasurer, we should like them to meet his 
wife, Mildred E. Borstede Wagner, and 
their son, John W. Wagner, who in his 
senior year at Hamilton College enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps. 

Under Mr. Wagner’s leadership, the 
United Lutheran Synod of New York looks 
forward to the continuous development of 
its program. Emphasis will be placed upon 
the business management of synod’s in- 
vestment funds, as well as upon the en- 
larging of the benevolence income from 
our congregations. Pau C. Wurre, Sec. 
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Conference and Youth Meetings and News of Congregations 


Tue fall convention of the Northern 
Conference of the Illinois Synod was held 
October 30 in the Lutheran Church at 
Manlius, Ill. The liturgists at the Service 
of Communion were the Rev. Tressler S. 
Bolton of Pearl City and the Rev. John 
Zeltin, pastor loci. Allen O. Becker, D.D., 
of Princeton, Ill., preached the sermon, 
after which conference was officially 
opened by President Tressler S. Bolton. 

The afternoon session was opened with 
devotions led by the Rev. William D. West 
of Lanark. Highlights of the session were 
reports of the ULCA convention by the 
Rev. Albert H. Keck, Jr., of Sterling; Mr. 
Grover C. Erdmeier of Freeport; and Dr. 
Armin G. Weng, president of the Illinois 
Synod; also reports from institutions on 
the territory of the synod: Nachusa Home 
for Children, by Mr. Gerald Powers of Mt. 
Morris, president of the Brotherhood of 
the Illinois Synod; Carthage College, by 
President Erland Nelson; and the Chicago 
Seminary and the Illinois Synod, by Dr. 
Armin G. Weng. 

Officers elected to serve for the coming 
year are: President, the Rev. Edward A. 
A. Kreppert, Rockford; secretary, the Rev. 
Martin G. Kabele, Polo; treasurer, Mr. 
-R. F. Dameier of the Pearl City-Kent 
Parish. 

At noon a very good country dinner was 
served by the women of Manlius Church. 
The next meeting will be held at Forres- 
ton, Dr. T. B. Hersch pastor. 


Youth Conference ' 


Four hundred young people and an 
over-all of 700 from the churches of the 
Northern Conference attended the second 
annual Youth Conference October 29 in 
Trinity Church, Rockford, Ill., O. Garfield 
Beckstrand, D.D., pastor. Messiah and 
Calvary churches were co-sponsors with 
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Trinity. The theme of the convention was, 
“Enlisting in the Service of Jesus.” 

The conference began with a vesper 
service in charge of the Rev. Clyde P. 
Karriker of Messiah Church. The Rev. 
Harmon G. McGuire of Elgin spoke on 
“Discovering My Life’s Work.” Several 
anthems were sung by the combined choirs 
of the three churches. 

Three age-group conferences were held 
with the Rev. C. C. Warfel of Lena, the 
Rev. William D. West of Lanark, and the 
Rev. N. N. Mendenhall of Monroe, Wis., in 
charge of the devotions, and the following 
speakers: Dr. William Arbaugh of Puerto 
Rico, Mr. Robert P. Roth, graduate stu- 
dent at the University of Chicago, and the 
Rev. Martin G. Kabele. of Polo. 

A cafeteria supper was served by the 
women of Messiah and Calvary churches. 
Mr. LeRoy Lindvahl was toastmaster; Mr. 
Linden Lundstrom led the group singing; 
and the Rev. K. Bruno Neumann of Chi- 
cago spoke on “Enriching My Spiritual 
Life.” The sound picture, “The Great Com- 
mandment,” was shown in the evening. 


Sixtieth Anniversary 


Trinity Church, Harvard, Ill., the Rev. — 


Luther C. Mueller pastor, celebrated its 
sixtieth anniversary October 1-November 
5. Guest speakers were the Rev. Harmon 


J. McGuire of Elgin, chairman of the For- | 


eign Missions Committee of the Illinois 
Synod, who spoke at the annual Thank 
Offering Service; and Dr. Armin G. Weng, 
president of the Illinois Synod, who spoke 
at the closing service of the celebration. 
Trinity Church was organized in 1883. 
A neighboring pastor gave part-time serv- 
ice, and the first resident pastor was called 
in 1889. During his pastorate the church 
was firmly established and the building 
which has been the home of the congrega- 
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tion for fifty-two years was erected. Trin- 
ity Church participates actively in the 
work which is being done by the United 
Lutheran Church, and in 1943 her benev- 
olence gifts were five times as large as 
they were eight years ago. There has been 
a steady numerical growth. From her 
humble beginning the church has grown 
to be the largest Protestant church in Har- 
vard and one of the larger churches in the 
Illinois Synod, numbering about 1,000 bap- 
tized and 800 confirmed members. 
though the records for the first fifty-two 
years have been destroyed, the following 
figures telling of the ministerial acts of the 
pastors are reasonably accurate: Baptisms, 
1,840; confirmations, 1,443; weddings, 605; 
funerals, 740. One son of the congregation 
has entered the gospel ministry. The 
auxiliaries of the congregation support 
four children at the Nachusa Home and 
are contemplating the care of a fifth child. 


For Nachusa Home 
ULCA. churches in the area of the 
Nachusa Home for Children are holding 


_ Harvest Home Festivals to which people 


bring food supplies. These are forwarded 
to the Home after the festival. ‘This is a 
substantial item in the support of the 
Home. Up to November 1 twenty-eight 
congregations had sent in generous con- 
tributions of food—the canned goods alone 
numbered 5,324 quarts. A landscaping pro- 
gram is under way. Most of the work was 
done by local friends of the Home. 


Death of Pastor Dale 

The Rev. J. Edwin Dale, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church, Oregon, Ill., for the past 
fifteen years, entered life eternal October 
12, after an illness of only a few days. 

Funeral services were held in St. Paul’s 
Church, October 14, with the Rev. Martin 
G. Kabele of Polo and the Rev. Arthur 
Neumann of Mt. Morris officiating. Burial 
took place in Renovo, Pa., where services 
were also held October 16. 

Mr. Dale was born September 10, 1885, 
in Union County, Pa. He was graduated 
from Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, 
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Pa., in 1915. June 24, 1915, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Mary Ressler. 

Surviving are his widow; two sons, Cpl. 
Dale, Camp Crowder, Mo.; and Pvt. Rich- 
ard Dale, serving overseas; three daugh- 
ters, Lt. Hazel Dale, WAC, in England; 
Lenora and Mary Louise at home; and 
three sisters and one brother in Penn- 
sylvania. 


Lutheran Inner Mission 
Burns Mortgage 


Lutueran Inner Mission friends attend- 
ing the Reformation Rally at First Lu- 
theran Church, Dayton, October 29, de- 
clared they never saw paper burn more 
brightly nor more quickly than the mort- 
gage on the Inner Mission office property. 
That was one fire we all rejoiced to see. 

The Rev. C. F. Mittler, president of the 
League, and the Rev. James A. Miller, 
treasurer, participated in the service. 

In the late spring of 1941 at the instance 
of the Laymen’s League the officers and 
members of the Inner Mission were chal- 
lenged to venture in faith with the pro- 
posal to purchase the present offices and 
site at 201 Commercial St., Dayton, Ohio. 

Recognizing the need for larger quar- 
ters in proportion to expanding services, 
the momentous decision to purchase was 
unanimously reached. A debt of $9,200 was 
incurred, and proper instruments of in- 
debtedness issued by the League. One of 
the objectives of the 1944 Roll Call was 
the liquidation of this indebtedness. 

This goal has been reached; the mort- 
gage was Officially canceled June 15, 1944. 
This is the evidence of the good will and 
gifts of thousands of Lutherans in the 
Miami Valley. 

F. R. Sronesurner, Supt. 


Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, president of the 
Luther League of America, has reported 
his address changed from 135 Oak Street, 
Weehawken, N. J., to 62 Lincoln Avenue, 
Cliffside Park, N. J. 
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Activities in and Among the Churches 


The Lutheran Service Center 

at 1215 Walnut Street celebrated its first 
anniversary November 5, with Open House 
from 1 to 4 P. M. A year ago the number 
of service personnel entertained per month 
was about 400; now sometimes as high as 
3,000 visit the Center in a month’s time. In 
one year, more than 50,000 service folk 
from every state and several foreign coun- 
tries enjoyed the warm hospitality of the 
Center. 

Every Sunday evening Vespers is held 
in the chapel. More than 2,000 have at- 
tended. Service Pastor Claude E. Schick 
has administered the Holy Communion to 
more than 100, baptized two adults, and 
married seven couples. In addition, he 
occasionally conducts services at various 
military posts in the area. Many consult 
him on their personal problems. The pas- 
tor and the Secretary-Hostess, Miss Hilda 
M. Radey, advise wives and parents of 
servicemen stationed here with regard to 
living quarters and employment. 

Each week a different church or group 
of churches “takes over” the Center. They 
provide food and entertainment. In the 
past year, sixty churches have thus co- 
operated. 


Messiah Plans a New Church 

For many years Messiah has been among 
the best-known Lutheran churches in 
Philadelphia, and recently her fame has 
been further enhanced. Late in 1942 she 
planted Messiah Tabernacle. At this re- 
porter’s request, Messiah’s dynamic pastor, 
Dr. Ross H. Stover, wrote the following 
account of how the Friendly Tabernacle 
came into existence. 

Writes Dr. Stover: © 

In June, 1942, a young member of Mes- 
siah Lutheran Church in Philadelphia was 
drafted into the armed service. He said to 
his pastor, Dr. Ross Stover, “I don’t mind 
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going away, but. when I come back will 
you and the church be here ready to build 
for a new world?” 

That young soldier so inspired the pastor 
and the entire congregation that in three 
weeks a fund was started for a great new 


' church for a new world. 


Many prayer services were held and 
things began to happen faster than anyone 
expected. Dr. Stover was asked to conduct 
a spiritual-preparedness program for the 
annual banquet of the Philadelphia real- 
tors. The program was very impressive. At 
the close of the banquet the president of 
the realtors put his hand on Dr. Stover’s 
shoulder and said, “Ross, I don’t know 
what your future is, but if you need me, 
Tll give you $5,000 worth of real estate 
advice.” Dr. Stover tucked that statement 
away in his memory. 

In November of the same year, Dr. 
Stover saw a “For Sale” sign in a large 
window of an automobile concern located 
at Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard— 
two great arteries of traffic. He hastened 
to the telephone and contacted the realtor. 
In a few weeks arrangements were con- 
cluded for the purchase of this wonderful 
site—on which was an automobile show 
room, a large four-story house, and an 
extensive lot. Property now valued at 
$240,000, was purchased for $60,000. 

Messiah, led by her pastor and an en- 
thusiastic committee, raised the $60,000 in 
sixty days, made all the necessary improve- 
ments—changing the structure into a tab- 
ernacle and chapel—and dedicated the site 
to God December 31, 1942. The four-story 
house was improved and is now being used 
as a youth center. This large site, together 
with both Broad Street and the Boulevard 
roped off for two squares, has been used! 
for the great wartime Easter Sunrise 
Service. 

While Dr. Stover conducts the morning: 
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services at 10 A. M. and 11 A. M. at Six- 
teenth and Jefferson Streets, similar serv- 
ices are being carried on in the new Taber- 
nacle by the associate pastor, the Rev. 
Arthur Foellner. The great Sunday Night 
Services are being held in the Tabernacle, 
where amplifiers carry the services into 
the street. Also the large Thursday Night 
Prayer Service is conducted at Broad 
Street and the Boulevard. 

Messiah has set the first Sunday of each 
month as New Church Day, and the congre- 
gation brings its special offering, uniquely 
placing it in the Jehoiada Chest. 

Philadelphians find it hard to believe 
that so much could be accomplished in so 
short a time. The answer is prayer. God 
has given Messiah the motto—“Building 
with Him.” 


The Inner Mission Society of Philadelphia 
is enjoying a new, brighter era. This so- 
ciety oversees the work done at the Settle- 


‘ment House in Frankford, the Martin 


Luther Neighborhood House in the Italian 
section, the Luther Hospice near the cen- 
ter of the city, and Haverford Center for 
negroes in West Philadelphia. 

In days gone by the society’s income was 
dependent upon sporadic, long-drawn-out 
appeals and the hard work of auxiliaries. 
Recently, however, under the quiet, able 
guidance of the Rev. Carl Futchs, things 
have changed. For the second year the 
society has completed a concerted drive 
for funds from congregations in Philadel- 
phia and vicinity. Each church was urged 
to meet its specified share of the amount 
required to run the four agencies. The idea 


_is new, and not all congregations have re- 


‘sponded in grand style; but the outlook 


is favorable. As of October 28, $7,149.44 was 
received in cash, and $1,478.50 in pledges. 
These amounts represent 37.5 per cent of 
the total amount requested, and 8.5 per 
cent more than the total received the 
previous year. 

In the bulletin of St. John’s Church, 
Overbrook (Phila.), we found one inter- 
esting comment which serves as a com- 
mentary as to how some churches look 
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upon the appeal for the Society’s work: “St 
John’s gave $314.75 last year. We did not 
meet our quota. Please use the envelope 
inclosed.” This augurs well for the Society 
in the days ahead! Its appeal is rapidly 
becoming a “must” among the congrega- 
tions. This same St. John’s Church also 
believes in evangelism. The congregation 
is co-operating with the Lutheran churches 
in- West Philadelphia and Delaware County 
in making an Evangelization Visitation to 
non-church homes November 19-23. This 
is under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. 
Oscar W. Carlson, Secretary of Evange- 
lism, Board of Social Missions. Another 
established congregation with the mission- 
church spirit! 


LS AA Convention 


Tue Maple Leaf Region of LSAA held its 
fifth annual conference at Camrose, 
Alberta, Canada, October 28-29. Genuine 
Christian hospitality was shown by our 
hosts, the Camrose Lutheran congregation, 
where the Rev. A. Vinge is pastor, and 
Camrose Lutheran College, where Prof. 
George Moi is principal. The theme of the 
conference was, “Christianity in the World 
Today.” The speakers were the Rev. F. A. 
Schiotz of the Student Service Department 
of the American Lutheran Conference, and 
the Rev. Peter Mohr, Calgary, Alberta. 
Bible Study was conducted by the Rev. 
Galen Morstad of Calgary. 

Officers for 1944-45 are: President, Herb 
Hartig, Lutheran College and Seminary, 
Saskatoon, Sask.; vice-president, Bernhard 
Bengston, Lutheran College and Seminary, 
Saskatoon; secretary, Daniel Vingi, Cam- 
rose Lutheran College, Camrose, Alta.; 
treasurer, Clara Haugen, Saskatchewan 
Lutheran Bible Institute, Outlook, Sask. 
Advisers are: Dr. Nils Willison, Dr. Olaf 
Storaasli, the Rev. John Groettum, the 
Rev. M. S. Johnson, Miss Enid Willison, 
the Rev. Peter Mohr, the Rev. Galen Mor- 
stad, and Mr. John Loken. Joyce BErcu. 


Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, president of the 
Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
was the guest speaker in Rockefeller 
Memorial Chapel of the University of Chi- 
cago Sunday morning, November 12. 
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Pe P ennsylvania Vows 


Progress Noted in Mission Congregations 


Calvary Church at 41st and Mantua Sts., 
Philadelphia, celebrated the fifty-first an- 
niversary of the erection of its present 
building and the thirty-fourth anniversary 
of their pastor, J. M. Tweedale, D.D., Oc- 
tober 29. This congregation has held to- 
gether and actually grown during the re- 
cent years, while the influx of Jews and 
Negroes has compelled other churches to 
locate in other sections or discontinue. 
Calvary is one of the four Lutheran 
churches in this general West Philadelphia 
section where the racial problem has been 
so acute. The building is well equipped 
and free of debt. 

In this news letter we report on the 
progress made in the mission congrega- 
tions of our conference and in a few lo- 
cated elsewhere in the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod. These mission pastors and 
their congregations, under the capable 
leadership of Dr. C. P. Swank, Mission 
Superintendent, deserve the highest praise 
and commendation for their fine work this 
year, especially in the light of the stress 
and strain upon them caused by the war, 
the migration problem and the loss of 
membership to the service of the nation. 
The success of these mission congrega- 
tions in these trying times spells success 
and an ever enlarging horizon for mission 
work in our synod in the post-war era. 


First Lutheran Chureh, Collingdale, Pa., 
has paid $8,700 on their first mortgage this 
past year and are now arranging to re- 
finance and relieve the bank which holds 
the mortgage. The bank has given them 
a 214 per cent interest for the past few 
years and now offers a reduction of $4,000 
from their $14,000 mortgage if paid soon. 
This is an indication of the progress the 
church has made along all lines under the 
pastorate of the Rev. Carl E. Yost. 


St. Paul’s Church, Harrisburg, Pa., now 
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vacant because of the resignation of the 
Rev. George T. Miller to accept a call to 
Bethany, Palmyra, N. J., has decided to 
purchase a parsonage at a cost of $5,500. 
Settlement is now being made. The church 
is well organized. 


St. Paul’s Church, Lansdowne, Pa., has 
had difficulty with the termites eating into 
the. foundation timbers. This has been 
overcome at an expenditure of about $750. 
The congregation has taken an option for 
the purchase of three vacant lots adjacent 
to the church for $2,461, for which friends 
have already contributed $1,100. This con- 
gregation worships in a beautiful colonial 
church dedicated February 1940. Maurice 
R. Gortner, S.T.D., is pastor. 


Trinity Church, Runnemede, N. J., has 
made splendid progress in congregational 
advancement. Pastor Harry S. Bowman 
has not only developed the work of re- 
ligious education in his parish, but has 
been a leading factor in the community. 
The borough is releasing the children from 
the public schools for religious instruction 
one afternoon a week. Of the number of 
pupils, 45 per cent have signed for in+ 
struction under Mr. Bowman. The con- 
gregation has painted the outside of the 
church and is planning for. the renovation 
of the interior. 


Christ Church, Oreland, Pa., the Rev. 
E. W. Huston pastor, at a congregational 
meeting, October 30, decided to build a 
temporary addition to their Sunday school 
room and seek a location more suitable 
for the erection of a new church. 


The Rev. J. W. Dean resigned as pastor 
of All Saints’ Church, Kulpmont, Pa., to 
take effect November 15. Mr. Dean has 
rendered a splendid service, despite the 
migration of his people on account of war 
industries. The interest and attendance have 
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been maintained and the entire indebted- 
ness of the congregation has been liq- 
uidated during his pastorate. 


St. John’s Church, Folcroft, Pa., the Rev. 
John I. Cole pastor, celebrated their tenth 
anniversary recently, and paid in full the 
indebtedness of $3,000 on their church 
property. Mr. Cole is rendering a-.splen- 
did service at St. John’s. The interest of 
the congregation has increased and a good 
number of accessions have been added in 
his ministry of a year and a half. 


St. Matthew Church, Springfield, Pa., is 
planning to move into its new building, 
erected at a cost of $21,000 and financed 
by the Board of American Missions. The 
congregation is growing steadily and the 
new building is creating a great deal of 
interest. The Rev. Donald G. Doll has been 
the pastor since the organization of the 
congregation in 1942. 


Dr. C. H. Stein of Messiah Church, Sea 
Isle City, N. J., reports damage to the par- 
‘sonage in the recent hurricane, approx- 
imating $375. Fortunately the church 
building was not damaged. While the 
havoc was great along the ocean front, 
‘few of the homes of the congregation were 
destroyed. 


The Rev. Robert G. Sander has can- 
vassed the territory south of Johnstown 
and is holding services, looking toward 
|the organization of a congregation. The 
services are being held in an old tavern 
{that had originally been a chapel. The 
}general section in which the mission is 
located is known as Geistown. 


The Rev. John Heller and his parish, 
inity, Yeadon, Pa., recently refinanced 
eir church indebtedness, reducing the 
same by approximately $4,000. 


The Rev. Charles R. Staub and his con- 
gregation, St. Matthew’s, Lebanon, are do- 
ing a fine work. They recently improved 
e basement of their church for Sunday 
chool and fellowship uses and installed a 
ew heating plant. The addition of a new 
ossal has added to the beauty of the 
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sanctuary. Plans are now laid to redec- 
orate and improve the interior and ex- 
terior. The mission is promised a fine 
future under Pastor Stauh’s leadership. 


Results of One Year's Work 


On the evening of November 5, 210 peo- 
ple gathered at the Mill Plain Community 
Center, McLoughlin Heights, Vancouver, 
Wash., to commemorate the first anniver- 
sary of the founding of religious work by 
the National Lutheran Council in this 
housing project of 25,000 people. 

The Rey. Dr. L. Ludwig, president of the 
Northwest District of the American Lu- 
theran Church, was the guest speaker. He 
told of the great difficulties in getting the 
work started and of the obstacles over- 
come so that the Lutherans could worship 
in the manner to which they were accus- 
tomed. The Lutherans number 10 per cent 
of the population of the project. 

Special tribute was paid to Pastor A. T. 
Kennard, the first pastor of the group. The 
two parish workers, Miss Margaret Wick- 
strom of Stanton, Iowa, and Miss Alpha 
Dahl of Mandan, N. D., received the 
plaudits of the group for the work which 
they had accomplished. Under their di- 
rection the Sunday school has grown to 
number almost 300 children. 

The Rev. S. C. Siefkes, the Lutheran 
pastor in charge of the work in Vanport, 
Ore., brought greetings from the National 
Lutheran Council. Pastor Clyde Grimst- 
vedt of Trinity Lutheran Church, Van- 
couver, brought greetings. Mr. W. K. 
Peery, executive director of the Vancouver 
Housing Authority, sent the congratula- 
tions of his board and his well wishes. 

Music was provided by a sextette from 
the choir and by Mrs. E. Blinco of Ridge- 
field, Wash., and Miss Jeanne Bergh of 
Westby, Mont. 

The Rev. Everett J. Jensen of Wood- 
haven, N. Y., is the present pastor of the 
group. He served as toastmaster and co- 
ordinated the work of the committees for 
the banquet. 


37 


WhAwest Whscellanies 


Congregations, Pastors and Institutions Active 


The Southern Conference of Midwest 
Synod held its fall meeting at St. Paul’s 
Church, Diller, Nebr., the Rev. Paul Otto 
Spehr, Jr., pastor. In the absence of the 
president, the Rev. Paul Waldschmidt of 
Sterling, Nebr., Secretary Fr. Weisenborn 
of Syracuse, Nebr., preached at the open- 
ing communion service. Chief interest cen- 
tered around the papers that were read: 
“Sermon Construction and Illustration,” by 
the Rev. Victor Moeller of Lodgepole, 
Nebr.; “The Prayer Life of Jesus,” by the 
Rev. Rudolph Moehring of Glenvil, Nebr.; 
“The Seven Special Letters to the 
Churches,” by Dr. F. C. Schuldt of Hast- 
ings, Nebr.; “The Influence of the Liturgy 
Upon the People During Worship,” by the 
Rev. A. B. J. Lentz of Louisville, Nebr.; 
and “The Work of Social Missions,” by the 
Rev. E. Moede of Hildreth, Nebr. Other 
sermons and devotions were by Pastors 
Carl H. Goede of Messiah Church, Grand 
Island, Nebr., and Carl Kemper of Goth- 
enburg, Nebr. The election of officers re- 
sulted as follows: President, Pastor Fr. 
Weisenborn; secretary-treasurer, Pastor 
Victor Moeller, 


First Church of Oklahoma City, Okla., 
has completed a general repair and im- 
provement program costing approximately 
$4,000. The work was concluded with all 
bills paid. The Rev. Fred H. Bloch is the 
pastor. First Church will be host to the 
1945 meeting of Midwest Synod. This con- 
gregation provides a monthly grant-in-aid 
to Salem Church, Stillwater, Okla., as their 
special home mission project. j 

When Sister Emma Hom was conse- 
crated to the diaconate on Reformation 
Sunday, October 29, in Philadelphia, she 
was the first woman of First Church to 
enter upon full-time religious service. 


Western Theological Seminary, Fremont, 
Nebr., is on the air every day, Monday 
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through Thursday, over Station KORN, 
4.00 to 4.15 P. M. It is listed as the Western 
Seminary Hour, according to Dr. T. D. 
Rinde, dean of the school. 


St. Peter’s Church, Creston, Nebr., the 
Rev. R. Jobman pastor, entered upon an 
$1,100 contract with a St. Joseph, Mo., art: 
glass company to provide their church with 
memorial windows. The installation is ex- 
pected to be completed some time in Jan- 
uary. 

A check for $5,000 was presented to Dr: 
Fred C. Wiegman, president of Midlanc! 
College, Fremont, Nebr., by the Fremon* 
Chamber of Commerce, as the result o7 
this year’s local Midland Emphasis Drive 
It was the highest amount ever raised since 
Fremont citizens took up this annual prac--| 
tice six years ago. 
Pastor Lentz Honored 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of ordina- 
tion of the Rev. A. B. J. Lentz of Chris 
Church, Louisville, Nebr., was made th» 
occasion of an elaborate conenenatlon | 
celebration in which a far-flung host c! 
friends, relatives, and many neighborin:: | 
pastors took part. Dr. M. A. Ritzen ‘co 
Fontanelle, Nebr., was in charge of th 
arrangements for the surprise. At the spe 
cial anniversary service he preached ov! 
Isaiah 59: 12, and was toastmaster at th, 
banquet held in the basement of th 
church. A wrist watch was presented as 
token of esteem in which Pastor Lentz jj | 
held. 

He was ordained at Surprise, Nebr., ar. 
since 1925 has been serving his presey| 
charge. During this time the congregatic: 
has grown and the church has been in) 
proved to meet its greater needs. Pasti| 
Lentz has held various important synodic 
offices, foremost among which was fs 
seven-year tenure of the secretaryship | 
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the Midwest Synod. At present he is the 
secretary of the Board of Directors of 
Midland College. In addition to his con- 
gregational work he preaches regularly at 
the German War Prisoners’ Camp near 
Weeping Water, Nebr. 


The Rev. Walter Rowoldt entered upon 
his new duties as pastor of St. Mark’s 
Church, Pender, Nebr., November 1. 


Dr. F. C. Schuldt, pastor of First St. 
Paul’s Church, Hastings, Nebr., has been 
united in marriage with Mrs. Lillian 
Arnold of Freeport, Ill., the ceremony tak- 
ing place at Trinity Church, Sioux City, 
Iowa, Dr. Walter A. Voss pastor. 


According to a report presented to the 
Lincoln (Nebr.) Council of Christian Edu- 
cation, about one-half of the public school 
pupils in this city are not enrolled in any 
church school. 


The president of Midwest Synod, the 
Rev. Herman Goede of Columbus, Nebr., 
installed on November 5 the Rev. Victor 
Moeller in his new parish of Lodgepole 

and Chappell, Nebr. 


Ohio Luther League 
Convention 


HicH upon the campus of Wittenberg 
College overlooking the City of Spring- 
field, Ohio, 500 Luther Leaguers assembled 
October 27-29 to enjoy the fellowship and 
fine Christian spirit of the forty-eighth 
annual convention of the Luther League 
of the Synod of Ohio. 

The convention opened with a banquet 
in the Field House with the Rev. Frank 
‘Secrist as toastmaster. Greetings were ex- 
‘tended to the Leaguers by Dr. Rees Edgar 
Tulloss, president of the college, and by 
Martin Dolbeer, Jr., president of the 
_ Springfield Federation of Luther Leagues. 
_ The response was given by the state pres- 
_ ident, Mr. Russel McCullough. During the 
_ banquet Dr. T. A. Kantonen, professor of 
Hamma Divinity School, delivered a fine 
message on, “Faith and the Unsolved Prob- 
lems.” At the close of the banquet the 
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Leaguers presented Mrs. Frease with an 
orchid and the Rev. Joseph Frease an oil 
painting of the lodge at Camp Mowana. 
To bring the fellowship hour to a close 
all the Leaguers joined in evening watch 
in front of Myers Hall. 

The Saturday morning session was 
opened with devotions in charge of the 
convention chaplain, the Rev. John Rilling. 
George Miley, D-D., president of the Synod 
of Ohio, gave an inspirational talk on, 
“What Can a Man Believe?” In the after- 
noon a Recognition Service of the Life 
Service Flag and for the Armed Forces 
was conducted by Chaplain Rilling, after 
which each conference held a short busi- 
ness meeting. At the business session in 
charge of Russell McCullough reports were 
given by the officers and departmental 
secretaries. At the close of the afternoon 
session Mr. John Lauman of Canada who is 
vice-president of the Luther League of 
America, talked to the convention assem- 
bled on the work and activities of the 
Luther League of America. During the 
business session Sister Havana Amos con- 
ducted an Intermediate Rally in the chapel 
of Hamma Divinity School for approx- 
imately seventy Intermediate Leaguers. 

Sunday morning all the Leaguers at- 
tended Sunday school at First Lutheran 
Church in downtown Springfield, where 
the lesson was taught by Mr. John Lau- 
man. At the worship service the Rev. 
Joseph Sittler, Jr., professor at Maywood 
Seminary in Chicago, Ill., preached to an 
overflowing audience on “The Audacity 
of Faith.” 

The convention came to a close with 
lunch served in the dining room of Fern- 
cliff Hall with the usual good-bys and “I 
will see you in Pittsburgh in 1945.” 

The new officers were installed at the 
Saturday evening service at which Dr. D. 
Bruce Young was the speaker. The of- 
ficers are: President, Wray Smith, Spring- 
field; vice-president, Austin Shell, Day- 
ton; secretary, Faye Kughler, Stone Creek; 
treasurer, Russell McCullough, Mansfield; 
pastoral advisor, the Rev. Carl Driscoll, 
Dayton. Kart Lene, 
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East Penn Brotherhood 


and Conference 


THE annual meeting of the East Penn- 
sylvania Conference and the Brotherhood 
were held in St. Stephen Church, Lan- 
easter, Pa., October 24-25. 

The Brotherhood meeting opened with 
about 55 men present. Vice-president Owen 
T. Slaughter presided, and the Rev. John 
Heller of Philadelphia led in the panel dis- 
cussion. President George H. Burchfield 
presided at the afternoon session; the Rev. 
Harry T. Richwine led the devotions, and 
greetings were brought by Dr. J. E. Rudi- 
sill, president of the conference, and the 
Rev. Harland D. Fague, pastor loci. The 
main address was delivered by the Rev. 
Edwin W. Koriz, pastor of the Moravian 
Church at Lititz, who pleaded for a closer 
relationship between denominations. Dr. 
E. Allen Chamberlin of Lebanon pre- 
sented the Plan of Progress. 

At the rally in the evening Dr. Theodore 
A, Distler, president of Franklin and Mar- 
shall College, was the speaker. He chal- 
lenged the men to do their part as Chris- 
tian laymen in helping to build a post-war 
world that will guarantee permanent peace. 

All officers were re-elected as follows: 
President, George H. Burchfield, Lan- 
caster; vice-president, Owen T. Slaughter, 
Palmyra; secretary, Arthur L. Freas, Con- 
shohocken; treasurer, I. W. Miller, Lebanon. 


The Conference Meeting 

At the opening session of the annual 
conference meeting with 150 pastors and 
lay delegates present, the following of- 
ficers were re-elected: President, J. E. 
Rudisill, D.D., Harrisburg; vice-president, 
Robert D. Hershey, S.T.D., Philadelphia; 
secretary, the Rev. George T. Miller, New 
Jersey. Mr. Lester G. Balmer, Lititz, Pa., 
was elected treasurer. 

Of unusual interest was the presenta- 
tion by the president of the new pastors 
who came into the conference during the 
past year: L. C. Mortensen, Fisherville 
Charge; R. C. Klingensmith, Immanuel, 


40 


Williamstown; Richard B. Martin, Augs- 
burg, Harrisburg; M. C. Bottiger, Down- 
ingtown-Lineville Charge; D. S. Martin, 
D.D., Union Deposit Charge; Henry B. 
Luffberry, associate pastor, Tabernacle, 
Philadelphia: B. F. Rudisill, S.T.D., Trin- 
ity, Woodbury, N. J.; John E. Wilson, Lu- 
ther Memorial, Philadelphia; Dallas C. 
Baer, D.D., Immanuel, Norwood; Ralph L.. 
Wagner, Grace, Philadelphia; Arlton W. 
Milbourn, Zion, Lykens; Joseph E. Tice, 
Berrysburg Charge; Paul E. Whitmoyer, 
missionary for the Board of American Mis-- 
sions; Quentin P. Garman, Navy chap- 
laincy; and C. Franklin Prowell, associate: 
pastor, Zion, Lebanon. 

The following recommendations made 
by the president were acted upon favor-— 
ably: that conference be divided into dis— 
tricts—New Jersey, Philadelphia, Harris- 
burg, Lebanon and Easton; and that a 
Service of Holy Communion be held in 
connection with the annual sessions. 

Conference expressed its appreciation of 
a paper on “The Basic Task of the Church,” 
by Paul S. Wagner, D.D., of Upper Darby | 
by recommending that it be published in 
the Lutheran Church Quarterly. 1 

Ai the afternoon session Dr. M. R. Ham= 
sher, president of the Central Pennsylvania: 
Synod, spoke in hopeful terms of the re 
alignment which is pending the favorable 
action of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania > 
and Secretary. Joseph D. Krout, D.D., tole 
of the enlarged ULCA budget and how it 
would affect the 1945 budget for appor— 
tionment of ihe conference. Dr. C. P 
Swank, superintendent of missions, in- 
formed the conference of the opening ai 
three new mission fields on the territory 
of the synod, two of which are in the Eas 
Penn Conference: Springfield, near Phila- 
delphia, hopes soon to erect a building: 
Lymansier Community Church will 
have a new mission near Lancaster; 
Guisetown, near Johntown, opened its mis 
sion last summer. Dr. J. Harold Mum: 
editor of the Parish and Church Schoe# 
Board, effectively presented the them« 
“The Future of the Church School.” 

Lester M. Urz. 
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Miss Irene Palmer Dead 
Known Throughout the Church for 
Influence on Her Pupils 


Miss IRENE 
Parmer died at 
her home in 
Staunton, Va, 
October 23, 1944. 
Her pastor, the 
Rev. Melvin S&S. 
Lange, writes: 
“An excellent ac- 
count of her faith- 
ful life in the 
service of the 
church was writ- 
ten for The In- 
dian, February 27, 1936, and published by 
Newberry College. I think that her in- 
numerable friends and many others would 
appreciate reading this article as a tribute 
to one of the finest spirits in our church. 


Miss Irene Palmer 


Woman—Teacher—Christian 

“A Virginian by birth, Miss Irene B. 
Palmer is the daughter of the late Charles 
T. and Isabella McComb Palmer. She was 
born at Arbor Hill, Augusta County, Feb- 
ruary 1, 1860. 

Of a well-to-do family, this daughter, 
along with the rest of her sisters and 
brothers, was educated in the private 
schools of that day. She then matriculated 
in the Wesleyan Female Institute at Staun- 
ton, Va., and finished the same in 1877. 
The next few years found her alternating 
with teaching in the public schools and 
duties in her home. In 1885, after teaching 
in a School for Girls at Pine Bluff, Ark., 
non-sectarian, Miss Palmer was on the 
faculty of the Staunton Female Seminary. 
The next eight years she held a position 
in the Young Ladies’ Institute of St. 
Joseph, Mo., a select city school. 

“Following this period of pleasant teach- 
ing, the widely known school at Luther- 
ville, Md., headed by the Rev. Dr. J. H. 
Turner, Lutheran Female Seminary—now 
Maryland College for Women—engaged 
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Miss Palmer as preceptress from 1894 to 
1901. Her excellent work here gained for 
her the invitation to become Lady Prin- 
cipal and professor of history in the re- 
cently established and _ well-appointed 
Elizabeth College at Charlotte, N. C., un- 
der the presidency of Charles B. King, 
D.D. Here, for fourteen years, she labored 
with distinction and endeared herself to a 
large number. of young women drawn 
from most of the Southern states. Miss 
Palmer stayed with the college in Charlotte 
until it was merged with Roanoke Women’s 
College at Salem, Va. 

“From Salem in 1922 she went to Sum- 
merland College, Leesville, S. C., a college 
for young women conducted by the Synod 
of South Carolina. Here she taught his- 
tory for eight years. When Summerland 
College was merged with Newberry Col- 
lege at Newberry, S. C., in 1930, Miss 
Palmer was engaged at Newberry as as- 
sistant librarian, and in this capacity 
helped to combine and catalogue the 
libraries of merged institutions. For five 
years she faithfully served Newberry Col- 
lege, until her retirement. 

“But Miss Palmer’s extensive and per- 
haps best work has been accomplished in 
the function of deanships in the several 
schools in which she was employed. For 
nearly thirty years this work of directing 
and advising young women in their social 
life and culture was her chief interest and 
joy. She brought to this difficult task a 
wise understanding of youth’s problems, a 
warm, sympathetic and womanly heart, 
and a wealth of high and noble ideals. 

“During her long service in the schools 
and colleges, both as teacher and as dean, 
Miss Palmer came into contact with some 
8,000 students. 

“Miss Palmer is, however, first of all a 
Christian woman. Hers has been a devout 
and faithful life of loyalty to the Christ 
as expressed in the faith and practices of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, All en- 
terprises of the Church have been her own, 
received her prayers and blessings, and 
shared her contributions. Missions have 
been especially close to her heart.” 
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Choir Schools in West 
Virginia 

Tue West Virginia Synod’s Committee 
on Church Music, under the chairmanship 
of the Rey. Carl R. Plack, has just com- 


pleted a special emphasis on Lutheran 
Liturgy and Hymnody. Prof. John Sander- 
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son, instructor in church music at Gettys- 
burg Theological Seminary, has just ended 
a tour of the synod’s territory where, in 
five sessions at four different points in the 
state, he conducted a “choir school.” He 
very ably led the many who were in at- 
tendance in the study of the principles un- 
derlying the rendition of the Common 
Service and the singing of the great hymns 
of the church. These sessions were at- 
tended by pastors, organists, choir di- 
rectors, accompanists, choir members, and 
other persons interested in good church 
music. So much was this activity appre- 
ciated that not only did a good attendance 
result, but that attendance was not limited 
to members of the ULCA. Many others 
from other groups joined in the interesting 
and informative sessions. 

The plans for this choir school grew out 
of the request of the West Virginia Synod 
after they gave special attention to youth 
and music at their leadership training ses- 
sions held this summer at Jackson’s Mill, 
the novel and popular synodical conven- 
tion site for the folks of the Mountain 
State. The leadership of Instructor John 
Sanderson was so effective then that he 
was engaged to tour the entire synod so 
that all members of every choir would 
benefit. 

The West Virginia Synod is counted 
among the eleven synods that have had a 
Committee on Church Music for many 
years. In keeping with the request of the 
Columbus Convention an active program 
has been carried on in its territory. It is 
happy to announce that for years each of 
its pastors, organists and choir directors 
has received through the synodical com- 
mittee a free subscription to Sursum Corda, 
A survey study made by the writer shows a 
definite trend toward a greater appreciation 
of the fine things in good church music 
that are ours. Cart R. Prackx, Chm, 


Midland College 


Midland College, Fremont, Nebr., re- 
ports students from twelve states and one 
foreign country enrolled. These states in- 
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For information address 


Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
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clude Maine, New York, California, Wash- 


ington, Oregon, Idaho, Colorado, Ohio, 
Texas, Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, and Ne- 
braska. One student who does not go 
home for Christmas is Claude Bowen, who 
holds the distinction of traveling 3,000 
miles last year to reach Midland, his home 
being in Georgetown, British Guiana. 
Adopting as their goal an army trainer 
plane valued at $15,000 students and pro- 
fessors at Midland are now engaged in a 
campus-wide war savings drive. One third 
of the amount has already been raised. 


Hartwick College 


Retigious Emphasis Week was fittingly 
observed from October 22-29, at Hartwick 
College, Oneonta, N. Y. The Rev. Donald 
Heiges, student pastor for Lutheran stu- 
dents in Greater New York, delivered 
three inspiring chapel addresses on the 
following subjects: “Changelessness Amidst 
Change,” “Are We Right or Is He?” “For 
These Rough Days.” Pastor Heiges met 
with the faculty and various student 
groups during the three days spent on 
ithe campus. “Christ, Our Contemporary,” 
was the theme of the week. These were 
days of deep spiritual significance for stu- 
dents, faculty and visitors. 

October 26, a Pastors’ and Church Work- 
ers’ Conference was held at the college, 
the second of a series of such gatherings, 
which have become a regular feature of 
Religious Emphasis Week. 

At the annual Founders’ Day exercises, 
October 27, the principal address was de- 
livered by the Rev. Walter M. Ruccius, 
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president of the Board of Trustees of Hart- 
wick Seminary and pastor of Epiphany 
Church, Hempstead, Long Island. On this 
occasion the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Divinity was conferred upon Pastor 
Ruccius, who was presented for the degree 
by Raymond C. Deitz, D.D., founder and 
long time member of the Board of Trus- 
teés. 

Prof. John Benson Lambert, director of 
Public Relations at Hartwick College, was 
the speaker at the Reformation Day Serv- 
ice Sunday evening, October 29, in the 
Church of the Atonement, Oneonta. His 
subject was, “What Luther Restored to 
the Church.” 

President Henry J. Arnold, Ph.D., was a 
lay delegate to the convention of the 
ULCA at Minneapolis. He served as a 
member of the committee on nominations. 
Dr. Arnold has been a member of the 
Commission of Adjudication since 1942. 


Personal 

Chaplain (Lieut. Col.) Frank M. Brown, 
formerly housefather of the Lutheran Hos- 
pice, 20th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, 
Pa., and also pastor of the Settlement 
Church, 1340 Frankford Ave., Philadelphia, 
is at present Chief Chaplain of the Fifth 
Army, Peninsular Base Sector. He is kept 
very busy these days between Naples, 
Rome, Florence, Pisa and Bologna; is in 
good health, and may be addressed: Ch. 
Sec., PBS., APO 782, c/o Postmaster, New 
York, N. Y. 


The Rev. Miles T. Cullum has resigned 
the pastorate of the Fairfax Parish and 
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has accepted the call of the Pomaria Par- 
ish in the South Carolina Synod. He began 
his new work November 15. 


The Rev. George William Genszler of 
St. John’s Church, Killdeer, N. D., has ac- 
cepted the call to become pastor of Beth- 
any Church, Wisconsin Dells, Wis., which 


Friendship is a precious gift to be 
cultivated and maintained by the re- 
membrance of those days which are 
important in the life of another. A 
brand new, unique form of greeting 
is a beautiful, colorful, appealing 
BOOKMARK GREETING — actu- 
ally woyen with fine quality rayon, 
giving the beauty and color charac- 
teristic of fine embroidery. 14 x 6 
inches, each BOOKMARK GREET- 
ING is carried by an aristocratic 
folder with enyelope—ample space 
for written greeting or message. 
Subjects are: 


The Lord's Prayer 
The 23rd Psalm 
The Beatitudes 


I am the Resur- 
rection 
(John 11:25) 


Pledge to Pledge to 
U. S. Flag Christian Plag 
The Ten Lincoln— 
Commandments Gettysburg 


On sale at religious book stores, 
department stores and other shops 
where greeting cards are sold. Price 
15 cents each, 


Bot A 
hye ee 


QUALITY 
WEAVING 
RiBy” COMPANY 


5513 Devon St., Philadelphia 38, Pa. 
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was made vacant by the departure of the 
Rev. George R. Flora, who is returning to 
his former mission field in Liberia, Africa. 
Mr. Genszler has served the Killdeer 
church since his entrance into the min- 
istry in 1940, and has won the affection 
and respect of the entire community. St. 
John’s is the only Protestant church in a 
territory forty miles square. The congre- 
gation has grown in strength and influence 
because the pastor saw in it great oppor- 
tunities for service to people. Improve- 
ments have been made to the property. 

Bethany Church has purchased a par- 
sonage in which to house its new pastor. 
He will enter upon his new work some 
time in December. 


The Rev. John D. Roth resigned as pas- 
tor of Nativity Church, Milwaukee, Wis., 
to enter the chaplaincy of the U. S. Army. 
He is the second pastor of this congrega- 
tion to leave for the armed services, the 
Rev. A. C. Baughman, his predecessor, 
having done the same. The congregation 
is carrying on under the leadership of 
supply pastor, Merrell E. Boulton, D.D. 


An Active Parish 


Mansfield, Ohio. The fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the building of the First Lutheran 
Church was observed with special services 
October 22. The sermons were preached 
by Dr. George W. Miley, president of the 
Synod of Ohio, in the morning and by Dr. 
Henry C. Roehner, a former pastor, who 
was much beloved by the congregation, in 
the evening. At the gathering on the Fri- 
day evening following, more than 100 were 
present who had marched from the old 
building to the new church fifty years ago. 

The First Lutheran Church was organ- 
ized in the spring of 1832 with fifteen 
members’ and was incorporated as the 
First English Lutheran Church May 4, 
1850. The congregation has worshiped in 
the old Court House, a schoolhouse, and 
several locations in the city since a church 
building housed it. The pastors, all able 
men, have been Francis J. Ruth, George 
Leiter, J. H. Hoffman, Simon Fenner, M. J. 
Firey, D. W. Smith, D.D., H. L. Wiles, 
Simon Peter Long, D.D., Rees Edgar Tul- 
loss, D.D., Henry C. Roehner, D.D., and 
the present pastor, Dr. Grover E. Swoyer, 
since 1934. 


The Lutheran 


planning. 


Christmas Program Folder 
C.F.36 


50 per hundred 
500 hig $6.00; 1,000 for $10.00 


For Mimeograph or 
Printing Press 


Members of the congregation who have 
entered the ministry are: W. C. B. Harris, 
Frank Marlatte, Dwight P. Bair, D.D., 
‘Charles F. Sheriff, D.D., Earl Bridges, Wil- 
liam R. Guise, Albert Miles, Richard Smith. 
Miss Florence Welty, a former missionary 
to India, was also a member of this congre- 
gation. The church and Sunday school 
support Dr. John C. Finefrock at Tannuku, 
India, and. the Rev. Paul Hanneman, mis- 
sionary at Teldordsville, Alta., Canada. 

The congregation has steadily increased 
in numbers until it has become the largest 
in the Synod of Ohio. 


Congregations 


Holland, Iowa. After being closed for 
several years, Zion Church, Holland, Iowa, 
is again functioning as a Lutheran church 
with a well-balanced parish program, It 
is being ministered to in a “larger parish 
plan” with St. Paul’s, Wellsburg, eight 
miles distant. This entire work at Holland 
is conducted in the evening: a Sunday 
school and church service is followed with 
all departments of the Sunday school en- 
gaged in their special interests. The past 
year’s work has been rewarded by a steady 
growth, and the organization of a Mission- 
ary Society, a Luther League and a choir. 

Before the discontinuance of the former 
work at Holland, the congregation was re- 
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For Your Cuurch CuristMas SERVICE 


BEAUTIFUL PROGRAM FOLDERS 
An impressive array of religious designs. 


CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE PROGRAMS 
That have an inspiring Gospel Message, and 
Candle Sets as accessory. 


SCENIC BACKGROUNDS FOR PLATFORM 
and very many items besides, that aid in Christmas 


Send for our 48-Page Christmas Bulletin, it is full of 
timely suggestions for your Church and School 
GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 

296 Broadway 


New York 7, N. Y. 


ceiving synodical aid, but today Zion 
Church is “on its own,” and all obligations 
—local, synodical and U. L. C. A—are paid 
in excess. St. Paul’s, Wellsburg, likewise 
had its troubles, but is now in the clear. 


St. Louis, Mo. A Reformation Service 
was sponsored by the congregations af- 
filiated with the National Lutheran Council 
in the St. Louis area. The service was held 
at Faith Church (ULCA), Dr. A. L. Grewe 
pastor. The speaker was the Rev. Dr. 
Franklin C. Fry, pastor of Trinity Church, 
Akron, Ohio, recently elected president of 
the United Lutheran Church at the Minne- 
apolis convention. He delivered a forceful 
and inspiring sermon on “I Am a Prot- 
estant.” The congregation filled the church. 
Music was provided by a mass choir of 
more than 100 voices under the direction 
of the Rev. K. Luther Hedeen, pastor of 
Gethsemane (Augustana) Lutheran 
Church. Bethany Church (Danish Lu- 
theran) also united in the service. 


Mrs. Woo Guest Speaker 


Tue sixteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the North- 
east Conference of the United Synod of 
New York was held October 24 in Im- 
manuel Church, Meriden, Conn., the Rev. 
George A. Hagedorn pastor. The opening 
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FOR THOSE — 
WHO SERVE 


This practically designed kit includes the 
Army and Navy Service Book bound 
much more substantially than in the 
regular edition, combined through the 
use of a slip cover with a New Testa- 
ment supplemented by a special section 
of ''Prayers for Service Men.’ Khaki or 
Blue Cloth Board binding. $1.00 


A sterling silver medal to be worn on 
cord or chain about the neck, on watch 
chain or carried as a pocket piece. 
Made up in a shield design with em- 
bossed stars, stripes and cross on face 
and Luther Emblem stamped on reverse 
side and space for engraving name. 
$1.00. Engraving, 5 cents a letter, mini- 
mum charge 25 cents. \ 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago II Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


Communion Service was conducted by the 
president, the Rev. Henry T. McKnight, 
assisted by the Rev. Herbert Dichsen, vice- 
president, and the pastor loci. About 125 
delegates and visitors were in attendance. 

The business session was called to order 
by the president, Mrs, Frederick W. 
Schaefer. Greetings were extended by Mrs. 
Herman A. Gritz, president of the local 
society; Pastor McKnight representing the 
conference, and Miss Emily Knemeyer, 
representing the synodical society. 

The session was addressed by Mrs. Mabel 
B. Fenner of Philadelphia, on “Now Is the 
Time”—urging our undivided attention tc 
the work among children. 

Mrs. T. C. Woo, possibly better known 


as the former Miss Charlotte Shui-Lar 


Kao, who was baptized and confirmed by, 
the Rev. L. Grady Cooper in China, urgec! 
that future missionaries to China and else- 
where be trained along technical lines, as 
China will need engineers, doctors anc! 
nurses in the future development of the 
country. Mrs. Woo likened China to + 
boat on a restless sea, slowly and steadily: 
pulling toward the Lighthouse—the harbo 
of God. “You have been a great help ai 
the crew, to help this boat sail safely, ani 
I feel sure this task will come out tri 
umphantly.” , 

A ten-minute play entitled, “Give Us ; 
Chance,” was presented by children c 
Immanuel Sunday school. 

At the banquet Dr. N. M. Ylvisaker, di 
rector of the Service Men’s Commission 
the National Lutheran Council, told of th: 
work at our numerous Service Centeir/ 
throughout the United States, and th 
benefits) derived by all service men am| 
women’ from these Centers and the serw 
ices rendered. 

The officers elected for the coming yew 
are: Mrs. F. W. Schaefer, New Britais 
president; Mrs. Robert Heydenreich, Ww 
terbury, vice-president; Mrs. Herbew 
Dichsen, Southington, secretary; Mir 
E. W. Burkhardt, Southington, treasure: 
Mrs. Emil H. R. Vogel, New Britain, sts 
tistical secretary. 

Beatrice M. Hacreporn, Reporter. 
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if Likea good friend, an OXFORD BIBLE 
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paper from clear, readable type and durably bound, every. 
OXFORD BIBLE is an investment in Bible economy and 


satisfaction. Az all booksellers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 


“Go—Speak,” the Theme 


“ArtsE, Go Forth and Speak,” was the 

theme of the first annual fall meeting of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Northern Conference of the Wartburg 
Synod, held at St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, 
Ill., the Rev. E. Schmidt pastor. 
_ Under the chairmanship of Mrs. Stephen 
~ Motel of Cudahy a program was presented 
which included: Miss Mina Lichtner, su- 
perintendent of the Maywood Receiving 
Home for Children; Mrs. R. R. Belter of 
Burlington; Iowa, president of the syn- 
odical society; the Rev. A. H. Fabian of 
Chicago; the Rev. A. Swasko of Berwyn, 
Tll.; and the pastor loci as speakers. 

Sixty-five delegates and many visitors— 
some traveling more than 200 miles—and 
representing more than twenty societies, 
were present for the afternoon and eve- 
ning sessions and saw the Rev. Christ 
Meyer of Lake Geneva, and Mrs. Terrence 
Jennejohn in behalf of the Cudahy So- 
ciety of which she is president, receive 
certifications of Life Memberships in the 
Women’s Missionary Society, as a gift of 
the Wartburg synodical organization. 

P. E. VALENTINER. 


MARRIED 
Dasher-Cooper. Miss Lillian Norwood Cooper 
of Blackey, Ky., and Chaplain Olin Gideon 
Dasher, USNR, were married October 26 at 
Elizabeth City, N. C. Chaplain Dasher is a 
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member of the Georgia-Alabama Synod, and 
his home is in Marlow, Ga. He was graduated 
from the Southern Lutheran Seminary in 1942 
and has been in the Navy for two years. He is 
now stationed at the Naval Air Station at 
Elizabeth City, N. C. Mrs. Dasher is a graduate 
of Flora McDonald College and the Presbyterian 
Assembly School for Church Workers at Rich- 
mond, Va. She is organist and church worker 
at the Cann Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Elizabeth City, N. C., where the wedding took 


place. 
OBITUARY 


The Rev. Elmer J. Flanders 

The Rev. Elmer J. Flanders died at Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., en route to St. Johnsville, N. Y., 
May 27, 1944, while traveling by car with Mrs. 
Flanders and Mr. and Mrs. S. Gardiner. The 
funeral service was held in the Church of the 
Holy Comforter, Bronx, N. Y., and burial took 
pec May 31 in Hillside Cemetery, Rutherford, 

. J. The sermon was preached by Dr. Paul 
C. White. The Rev. R. Van Deusen, a class- 
mate of Pastor Flanders, participated in the 
service. 

Elmer J. Flanders was born in Oppenheim 
Township, N. Y., June 5, 1872. His home church 
was a little country church at Yonkers Bush 
which was supplied Ry. the pastor in the village 
of St. Johnsville, N. Y. He attended Hartwick 
Seminary and did one year of advance work at 
Gettysburg Seminary. He was ordained to the 
quieras ministry in 1903 by the Franckean 


ynod. 

Mr. Flanders engaged in mission work at 
Cohoes, N. Y., for one year after ordination and 
later served the following congregations: Re- 
deemer, Ramsey, N. J.; Calvary Church, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.; built and organized the Church of 
the Redeemer, Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, 
1910-1922. He built the new church of the 
Holy Comforter, Bronx, N. Y. (Highbridge, 
N. Y.), and was pastor there from 1922 until 
his recent retirement on account of ill health. 

He served on the Board of the Inner Mission 
Society for thirteen years; was vice-president 
and treasurer of Concordia, the Lutheran Pas- 
tors’ Association; president of the Southern 
Conference of the New York Synod; served on 
a number of committees of the synod; and was 
honorary chaplain of Veterans of Foreign Wars 
at bite geht A 

Pastor Flanders served in the active pastor- 
ate for forty-one years. 
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aa iS Chisentretes Greetings use our 


1945 RELIGIOUS ART CALENDAR 
OF FAMOUS MASTERPIECES 


Reproduced in FULL COLOR 


In this convenient-size (342 x 644) 14-leaf collated calendar are found fourteen of the most 
loved religious masterpieces centering around the Birth of the Christ Child, all beautifully 
as well as faithfully reproduced in full color. 


THE LIST INCLUDES: 


Greeting page—Nativiry or Jesus (Barocco) 
Cover page—THE Divine SHEPHERD (Murillo) 
January—Hory Nicar (Maratta) 
February—MAaponna OF THE CHaiR (Raphael) 
March—Tue Hoty Famity (Murillo) ‘ 
April—Tuxe Sistine Maponna (Raphael) 
May—Tue Prayer (Cabane) 

June—Manvonna OF THE Ouives (Barabino) 
July—Vircin and Cutip (Murrillo) 
August—MAponNA OF THE STREET (Feruzzi) 
September—Virncin anp Cuimtp (Morelli) 
October—Tue Aporation (Coreggio) 
November—Tue Nariiry (Van Dyck) 
December—Hoty Nicut (Batoni) 
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Comes complete with a mailing envelope to match. 

Ample space is provided on the top greeting-card 

sheet for personal signature or brief message, which 

remains as part of the greeting card calendar for 
the year. 


The decorative red cord hanger binds the sheets 
together, and provides a convenient way to shift 
the monthly calendar sheets as needed. The Sun- 
days and the general Christian Holiday dates, with 
designations, are in red. A warm-cream colored 
stock is used, and all the illustrations are in soft, 
rich full colors. A greeting card with a practical 
usefulness. 


PRICES 


Single Illustration on Each Page 
15¢ each (Size, 3% ax 6% inches) 
. 12¢ each 


100-299 ..... e j 
300-499. Assure Early Delivery 


500-999 vee Place Your Order 
—NOW— 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


CHICAGO 11 PITTSBURGH 22 COLUMBIA = 


